
Is it lawful to follow one of the four Madhabs?  

 

Shaikh Zaid Al Madkhali ( تعالى هللا حفظه ) was asked: 

May Allah be good to you. A questioner from Egypt asked what is the closest of the four Fiqh 

Madhabs to the truth. And which one do you advise the student of knowledge to study and 

benefit from? 

 

The Shaikh answered: 

The truth is that there is agreement about the existence of the four Madhabs and that there is the 

Hanafi Madhab, the Maaliki Madhab, the Shafi'ee Madhab, and the Hanbali Madhab. And that 

people follow these Madhabs according to where they are situation, their environment and that 

which has influenced them. And there is no problem for the one who ascribes to a Madhab from 

the four Madhabs like saying I am a Hanbali, I am Shafi'ee and the likes of this. There is no 

problem with this and this is not blameworthy.  

What is blameworthy is that when the evidences arrive to him concerning an issue from the 

issues of the Book and the Sunnah which opposes the Madhab that he becomes partisan to 

the Madhab and leaves off that which the book and the Sunnah has given evidence for. This 

is what is blameworthy. Therefore, you find some scholars if they ascribe to these Madhabs, 

some of them to the Hanafi Madhab or... (words unclear) and the evidences from the Book and 

Sunnah in a ruling from the rulings or an issue from the issues which he has opposed some of the 

Imams and made opinions without evidences and this is possible. 

Therefore the one that follows his Imam upon error and leaves off the evidences is in a 

blameworthy state. And every Imam distances themselves from the people blind following them. 

And they say to the people: "Take from where we have taken." Where does the scholar take 

from? He takes from the Shar'eeyah, he takes from the book and the Sunnah. 

However, not every scholar is able to take the rulings of the Shar'eeyah directly from the book 

and the Sunnah (meaning that they cannot make Ijtihaad) for this reason you find those who 

blind-follow and takes the opinion of an Imam is not to be blamed except if the evidences 



become apparent and that statement of the Imam opposes the evidences of the Qur'an and the 

Sunnah.  

And he may oppose it unintentionally according to his understanding (of the issue). Therefore it 

is obligatory to follow the Book and Sunnah to put aside every statement that opposes it whether 

they be from the scholars of the four Madhabs or other than them.  

As for the one that is closest to the truth and the evidences then every one of them has good in 

them and evidences. Imam Ash Shafi'ee in his Fiqh and his evidences is a scholar of Hadeeth. 

Imam Ahmad is a well known scholar of Hadeeth and he has a Musnad as it is known. And 

Imam Al Maalik was the Imam of Madeenah and students of knowledge came from all over the 

world. And he has Al Muwatta which is from the well known books which only contains 

Hadeeth and narrations. And Imam Abu Haneefah who came before them leaned more toward 

opinion and he was not similar to them in gathering the evidences from the book and the Sunnah. 

But he is from the scholars and Imams of Fiqh. And when gave his opinion it is because the 

evidence did not reach him. However, if the evidence came to him he would leave off his 

opinion. 

Every one of them, when the statement of the Imam opposed the Sunnah then his opinion is put 

aside. This is their statement, as Imam As Shafi'ee said: "If my opinion opposes the Hadeeth 

then throw my opinion against the wall and take the Hadeeth." And likewise the Imams 

would distance themselves from others blind-following them and they guided the people to take 

from where they took from, from the Book and the authentic Sunnah. And everyone took their 

share of what they understood from the Book and the authentic Sunnah.  

However, from what is apparent, because of Imam Ahmad his Madhab is selected. The Madhab 

of Imam Ahmad and who authored within it is chosen. However, this does not prevent the one 

who wishes to be Shafi’ee in Madhab or Maaliki in Madhab or Hanafi in Madhab (to choose that 

Madhab). This is not prevented. However, the scholars have said that the Madhab of Imam 

Ahmad within which many books have been authored by the Hanbali scholars between the 

detailed large books, the summarized books and that which is between them as it is known like 

the books of Fiqh such as Al Mughni and what is below it is closer to the truth. This is because 

Imam Ahmad was a famous scholar of Hadeeth and (the answers) he gave to Fiqh issues was 



closer to that which is correct. And with this, if it is found that Imam Ahmad contradicted the 

evidence in any issue he is not followed in his error and only the evidence is taken. And this is 

what is apparent from the question. 
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1 N.B. There is a difference between Taqleed (blind-following) and Ittiba’ (following the evidences). The scholars of 

Usool Ul Fiqh defined Taqleed as:  

 قبول قول قائل بغير حجة

To accept the statement of someone without evidence.  

As for Ittiba’ this means to follow the scholars and to benefit from their scholarship. However, when a particular 

scholar or scholars make errors in rulings, that which contradicts clear evidences from the Qur’an and the Sunnah, 

then it is obligatory to put the statement of the scholar aside and follow the Qur’an and the Sunnah.  

Also the Fatwa of this Shaikh, who is from the scholars of Da’wah as Salafeeyah, shows us that accusations such as: 

(i) The Salafis do not take from any scholar. 

(ii) The Salafis do not recognize the four Madhabs.  

Is nothing but complete and utter falsehood. Rather the four Madhabs are the works of great scholars and should 

be benefitted from. However, if it is that the opinion of a scholar contradicts the evidence and another scholar’s 

opinion goes according to the evidence it is a must to take the opinion of the latter as this is what Allah, the 

Messenger (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) and the four Imams themselves directed us to do.   

 


