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الحمد هلل رب العالمين و العاقبة للمتقين و ال عدوان إال على الظالمين و أصلي و أسلم على عبده و رسوله محمد و على اله 

.و صحبه و سلم تسليما كثيرا  

In the book of Allah ta’ala and the Sunnah of the Messenger (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) much has been 

mentioned regarding knowledge and its virtues. And from this is what Allah commanded the 

Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) to say: 

 ”و قل رب زدني علما“

“And say (Oh Muhammad) My Lord increase me in knowledge.” (20:114) 

The scholars have mentioned that this is the only matter wherein Allah commanded the Prophet 

 ,to seek increase in. Therefore, in this matter, there is much nobility and status (صلى هللا عليه و سلم)

and wherever there is nobility and status those who seek it use any means necessary to obtain it. 

And it is enough that someone ignorant wishes to be ascribed to it.  

This treatise is not meant in any way to reduce the status of certificates or appraisals, rather it is 

simply a clarification that a certificate or an appraisal without knowledge and uprightness 

upon the Sunnah contains no benefit. And that it is upon the Muslims to be careful regarding 

those who they take knowledge from.  

Allah knows best. 

Musa Millington  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Introduction 

Much has been said by the ignorant regarding the criterion in determining the knowledgeable 

without looking at the evidences of the Sharee’ah, its principles and the statements of the 

scholars. Shaikh Muhammad Ibn Abdul Wahhab pointed toward this in his book Al Usool Us 

Sittah saying: 

“And then this (knowledge) became from the strangest of things and knowledge and 

understanding (became) innovation and misguidance. And the best of what they have is dressing 

the truth with falsehood, and the knowledge which Allah has made compulsory upon his creation 

and has praised is not spoken of except by a heretic or (someone) insane. And the one who 

speaks against it and opposes it and writes books warning against it and has prohibited it is a 

Faqeeh and scholar”  

Shaikh Saalih Al Fawzaan in explaining this mentioned (regarding the lines emboldened): 

“And whoever writes warning against beneficial knowledge, and praises blameworthy 

knowledge and spreads this among the people they say about him: He is a Faqeeh, and he is a 

scholar. As for the one who spreads the authentic knowledge they say about him: This is not 

proper, and this (person) is ignorant, and he wishes to divide the people …” (Fawzaan 2008: 41-

42)  

What can be extracted from this is that in general the people do not know who to take their 

knowledge from and are confused in this regard. To further illustrate this point there is a Hadeeth 

on the authority of ‘Abdillah Ibn ‘Amr where the Prophet (  :said within it ( عليه و سلمصلى هللا

“ فإذا لم يبق عالما اتخذ الناس رؤوسا جهاال...  ” 

And when the scholars do not remain then the people will take ignorant leaders. (Bukhari: 

100, Muslim: 2673) 

Without doubt, only the blind select the blind in traversing the road toward salvation. 

Otherwise, how else can we account for Muslims taking ignorant speakers such as Amr Khaalid, 

Hassan Al Banna (the Ikhwani), Sayyid Qutb, Usamah Bin Laadin, Tahir Al Qadri, Khomeni, 

Habeeb Al Jifri and others as leaders? Especially when if one were to open the Qur’an and the 

books of Hadeeth they would realize that the guidance is in one valley and these characters are in 

another? 

Another benefit of this Hadeeth is that those people who accept ignorant leaders elevate these 

ignorant leaders into a stratosphere wherein they do not belong. Such people are so bewildered 

by titles ascribed to these leaders that they do not look at the speech and actions of a caller 

objectively according to the yardsticks of the authentic sources of Islaam, the Qur’an and the 

Sunnah.  



Therefore, in order to determine who is knowledgeable it is necessary to determine what 

knowledge is because someone knowledgeable can only be determined by the amount of 

knowledge he/she possesses.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What is knowledge? 

Before entering into what knowledge is, it is important to know that ruling upon a matter is a 

branch from understanding it. Therefore, proper understanding leads to proper results and 

improper understanding leads to deleterious consequences. Shaikh Saalih Bin‘Abdul ‘Azeez 

Aal Ash Shaikh said: 

“And you use this principle in your mundane matters and different conditions. It is necessary for 

the intellect to take note of this principle. And it is not proper to do anything except that it takes 

note of this principle, because if one does not take note of this principle he will err without 

doubt…” (Aal Ash Shaikh: 20) 

Knowledge (  الِعْلم) in the language means to know a matter upon its reality with certainty 

(‘Uthaimeen 2000: 18). And there are many statements from the Sunnah and the scholars of the 

past and present regarding what knowledge is, according to Shar’eeyah terminology, which gives 

us a clear understanding of what it is from what it is not.  

The Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) said: 

 ”من يرد هللا به خيرا يفقهه في الدين“

“Whoever Allah wants good for he makes him understand the religion.” (Bukhari:71) 

Additionally the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) said: 

“ ...يورثوا دينارا و ال درهما و لكن ورثوا العلمو إن العلماء ورثة األنبياء و إن األنبياء لم ...  ” 

“And verily the scholars are the inheritors of the Prophets and verily the Prophets did not 

leave as inheritance silver or gold coins rather they left knowledge as inheritance.” 

From the benefits of these Ahadeeth are: 

1.  The point of reference is how a person understands the religion not what is ascribed to 

him. For this reason, Ash Shaikh Rabee’ mentioned, the recommendation of a person is 

his actions.  

 

2. The scholars are those who are upon the way of the Prophets in their beliefs, statements 

and actions. However, a certificate is not a determining factor regarding this issue as 

there is no evidence of it being such.  

‘Allamah Ibn ‘Abdil Barr said:  

“… and the definition of knowledge according to the scholars refer to that which one is certain 

about and is clear to him, and whenever one is certain about something and it is clear to him 



then he has knowledge of it. And upon this whoever is not sure about a matter and says it upon 

blind-following then he does not have knowledge of it…” (Bin Qaasim: 1420 A.H: 16) 

Imam Ibnul Qayyim Al Jawzeeyah mentioned: 

...قال الصحابة ..........العلم قال هللا قال رسوله  

Knowledge is what Allah and his Messenger said and the Companions... 

He also said regarding knowledge: It is taking that (knowledge) which is being sought from 

outside and establishing it within oneself (Ibnul Qayyim; 1421: 240) 

Shaikh Muhammad Ibn Saalih Al ‘Uthaimeen said: 

 “And that we place emphasis upon is knowledge of the Shar’eeyah. And the meaning of it is: 

Knowledge of that which was sent by Allah upon his Messenger from the clarifications and 

guidance, therefore the knowledge wherein there is praise for is the knowledge of revelation, 

knowledge of that which Allah has sent down only.” (Al ‘Uthaimeen 1999: 13) 

Shaikh Saalih Al Fawzaan mentioned:  

“Knowledge is built upon the book of Allah and the Sunnah of his Messenger (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) 

this is what beneficial knowledge is.” (Fawzaan; 2008:37) 

 He also mentioned:  

“Know Oh Noble reader that beneficial knowledge is built upon the Book and the Sunnah, 

understanding and reflecting upon them, in addition to seeking help upon this through the 

trustworthy teachers and the books of Tafseer and the explanations of Hadeeth and the books of 

Fiqh and the books of Nahuw (Arabic Grammar) which the Qur’an was sent in because verily 

these books are a means to understand the book and the Sunnah.” (Fawzan; 1421: 9) 

Shaikh Zaid Al Madkhali mentioned: 

 “And the meaning of knowledge is knowledge of the Shar’eeyah, and it is what has come in the 

book of Allah and in the Sunnah of his Messenger (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) and that which the scholars, 

who nurture others and are upon the belief of the Salaf and the correct Methodology have 

clarified in every matter of the religion.” (Al Madkhali: 2007: 17) 

From these statements, and similar to them are many, the following can be concluded: 

1. That knowledge is built upon the Qur’an and the Sunnah upon the understanding of the 

pious predecessors.  

2. That it refers to understanding the evidences with clarity and certainty.  

3. That it is that which the scholars have clarified to the people.  



Therefore, whoever is characterized with such a methodology wherein he understands, 

preaches and acts upon the evidences upon the understanding of the Salaf and the scholars 

with certainty and clarity, he is seen as someone who possesses knowledge. If these criteria are 

not fulfilled he is described as someone who is ignorant regarding his religion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Titles and degrees are not a yardstick to determine knowledge. 

As aforementioned, this is not an attempt to degrade those who have studied in institutes and 

have achieved a Bachelor’s degree, a Master’s degree or a Doctorate. Rather, it is to clarify that 

these titles have no benefit to those who are ignorant of the Qur’an and the Sunnah. It is 

unfortunate that many people have used these titles as a cover for their ignorance and as a means 

to gain status in the Dunya. Imam Ibn Qudama Al Maqdisi has stated: 

“… As for the one who is learning, it is upon him to firstly purify himself from evil behavior and 

blameworthy character since knowledge is the worship of the heart.” (Al Maqdisi; 2000: 29) 

Shaikh Muhammad Ibn Saalih Al ‘Uthaimeen stated regarding sincerity: 

“Therefore, sincerity in it (seeking knowledge) is necessary for the sake of Allah. And it is for 

someone to intend by seeking knowledge the face of Allah- azza wa jall. And if someone intends 

to seek legislated knowledge to obtain a certificate to gain status then the Messenger of Allah 

 -mentioned: “Whoever seeks knowledge that is sought for the face of Allah (صلى هللا عليه و سلم)

azza wa jall- and he does not seek it except to gain something from the Dunya then he will 

not smell the scent of Jannah on the day of judgment.” (‘Uthaimeen; 1999: 27) 

It is therefore upon the seeker of knowledge to remain sincere and to not seek knowledge to 

uplift his status among the people. Rather, one must seek knowledge with sincerity since the one 

who does not have sincerity does not attain guidance from Allah and such a person’s knowledge 

is not blessed.  

On this note, it is important to realize that the scholars, in the past and the present, have 

established what knowledge is, and that gathering certificates, appraisals and titles does not 

necessitate knowledge of the book of Allah and the Sunnah of his Messenger (صلى هللا عليه و سلم). 

Imam Al Barbahari said:  

“Know- may Allah have mercy on you- that knowledge is not by many narrations and books, 

Verily a scholar is the one who follows knowledge and the narrations even if he possesses a 

small amount of knowledge and books. And whoever opposes the Book and the Sunnah then he 

is a person of innovation even if he has much knowledge and books.”  

Shaikh Ahmad An Najmi said regarding this statement of Imam Al Barbahari:  

“I say: verily knowledge is that which is within the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of the 

Messenger of Allah (صلى هللا عليه و سلم). And whatever opposes this, it is ignorance and 

innovations and misguidance. Therefore, whoever perceives that he is upon the truth and 

guidance then he should look at his statements and actions and his orders and prohibitions 

whether or not he is following the Book and the Sunnah or other than both of them.”  (An 

Najmi; 214) 



From among those illustrated that there are those who have certificates without knowledge was 

Ash Shaikh Muqbil Ibn Haadi Al Waadi’ee who mentioned: 

“And then I advise everyone who has been provided with understanding and sees within himself 

that Allah will benefit Islaam and the Muslims through him, and has jealousy for the religion of 

Islaam to not let seeking a certificate divert him from beneficial knowledge. How many people 

have a Doctorate in Fiqh and they do not understand anything. And how many have a Doctorate 

in Hadeeth and he does not understand one Hadeeth. Therefore, these certificates qualify many 

people for positions which they do not deserve. And how can the title of Doctor help you when 

you are ignorant of the Shar’eeyah” (Al Waadi’ee; 2002: 193) 

Shaikh Ahmad Al Bazmool mentioned: 

“And positions or leadership or certificates are not evidence that the person who carries it is a 

scholar who knowledge is to be taken from. Rather, someone who takes (such a position) may 

not be fully qualified in knowledge; rather he may be ignorant regarding the Shar’eeyah rulings. 

Shaikh Ul Islam Ibn Taymeeyah said:  

Positions and leadership do not render the one who is not a Scholar and Mujtahid a Scholar and 

Mujtahid. And if it was that speaking about knowledge and religion (was based upon) leadership 

then the Khaleefah and the Sultaan would be most deserved to speak about knowledge and the 

religion and that the people seek verdicts from him and return to him in that which is problematic 

regarding knowledge and religion.”(Baazmool: 56-57) 

Shaikh Muhammad Ibn Saalih Al ‘Uthaimeen mentioned: 

“It is possible that a person may come carrying a Doctorate and therefore teaches in the Colleges 

and Universities and he is from the most ignorant of people. And if a student from Secondary 

school comes he would be better than him and this is witnessed. There are those who carry a 

Doctorate but he does not know anything from knowledge either because he succeeded by 

cheating or he passed in a manner wherein the knowledge did not become established in him 

but he takes that position because he has a Doctorate.”
1
  

Once a questioner asked Shaikh Saalih Al Fawzaan: Oh virtuous Shaykh, may Allah grant you 

success, is it sufficient for the one that wishes to teach the people the affairs of their religion, that 

they hold a university certificate (T.N i.e. in that which pertains to the religion), or is it necessary 

upon him to have recommendations from the scholars? 

 

                                                             
1 (http://www.ajurry.com/vb/showthread.php?t=20536) 
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He answered: It is (absolutely) essential that one has knowledge…not everyone that holds a 

certificate becomes an `Aalim, it is essential that one has knowledge and understanding of the 

religion of Allah, a certificate does not prove (that one has) knowledge, perhaps he holds it (i.e. 

the certificate) and he is from the most ignorant of the people, and perhaps he may not have a 

certificate and he is from the most knowledgeable of the people, did Shaykh Ibn Baaz have a 

certificate? Or Shaykh (Muhammad) Ibn Ibraaheem? Or Shaykh Ibn Humaid? Did they have 

with them certificates? In spite of this they are the leaders (of the religion) in this time. 

 

So the speech (that which is considered is) concerning the presence of knowledge within a 

person and the (presence of) understanding within a person, and it (i.e. the speech that is 

considered) is not concerning his certificates and his recommendations, this is not what is 

considered!!... And the reality exposes a person: if a (particular) affair arises or if a calamity 

occurs then the `Aalim becomes clear from the one who pretends to have knowledge and the 

ignorant one…yes! (http://www.sahab.net/forums/showthread.php?t=382317) 

And the likes of these statements from the scholars of guidance are many. Therefore my dear 

readers, we should not be fooled by the ploys and tricks of those who try to make knowledge into 

an academic exercise which is built upon the collection of various certificates and diplomas since 

our major scholars have clarified and spoken regarding these issues. It is narrated in Naseehah 

Ahlil Hadeeth on the authority of ‘Abdillah who said: 

“The people will stay upon goodness once they take knowledge from their elders, and those 

trustworthy among them and their scholars. If they take from those who are small (meaning the 

people of innovators) and their evil ones they will be destroyed.” (Al Baghdaadi; 1996: 241) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.sahab.net/forums/showthread.php?t=382317


A doubt and its refutation 

A Shubhah (doubt) is what resembles truth but is in fact false. And there is one major doubt that 

many of the common folk carry regarding this topic and it is: 

Such a person has sacrificed years of studying, and the certificate shows that he was committed 

and has become qualified in that which he has studied. Therefore how can you tell us that he is 

not qualified yet the university/madrasah attested to that? 

Answer: 

Passing exams through high grades or presenting a thesis does not necessitate that the said 

person understands that which occurred in the exam or in the thesis. This is because one of the 

aspects of knowledge is that it settles in the heart. Allah ta’ala mentioned: 

 ”بل هي ايات بينات في صدور الذين أوتوا العلم“

“Rather they are clear verses in the chests of the people of knowledge.” 

Likewise, the Hadeeth of ‘Abdillah Bin ‘Amr, is a proof that knowledge is raised by the death of 

those who possess knowledge and it is known that the scholars possess it in their chests.  

Therefore, getting high passing grades does not guarantee that a person understands the content 

of a particular subject. In many cases, a person may get high grades as a result of memorizing the 

content without understanding (called “cramming”). Additionally, someone may write a research 

paper by simply gathering notes and putting them together without truly comprehending its 

content and significance. 

It is therefore not surprising to see that these so called “qualified” individuals make statements 

which deviate from the clear injunctions of the Qur’an and the Sunnah since they did not learn 

for the sake of Allah and the sake of raising ignorance from himself and others but rather he 

sought knowledge to gain a certificate, be called a scholar, thereby gaining authority over the 

common-folk.
2
  

This is what is seen from the likes of many who ascribe to Da’wah in this time. They may be 

graduates of Universities and Madrassahs but their reality is seen when they speak or act 

demonstrating that that which they studied did not truly settle in their hearts. Such people, 

however, perceive that they are upon guidance when their actions and statements show 

otherwise.  

                                                             
2 See: http://aa.trinimuslims.com/f91/who-should-i-take-knowledge-from-8301/ 

http://aa.trinimuslims.com/f91/who-should-i-take-knowledge-from-8301/


If not, how can we account for the likes of those graduates such as Yaasir Qaadhi who has a 

masters in Islamic theology yet signs treaties with those who worship graves and distort Allah’s 

attributes?  

How can we account for those post-graduate students who support open deviants who oppose the 

Salafi Methodology, defend them and say that there is a benefit in working with such people?
3
  

How can we account from those graduate students who approve of voting
4
, demonstrations, 

suicide bombings and praise the likes of Anwar Al ‘Awlaqi and Bin Laadin? 

How can we account for someone who speaks ill of the Salafi scholars such as Shaikh Al Albani 

and Shaikh Ibn Baaz yet at the same time praises the leaders from among the people of 

innovation? 

And other than these horrid statements from such individuals are plentiful to clarify that such 

people, who did not seek the face of Allah through their studies, are simply ignorant people with 

titles who the common folk have aggrandized because the former have titles attached to their 

names. However, if they were true “qualified” students of knowledge they would have brought 

with them rectification upon the methodology of the Salaf rather than mischief and ignorance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
3 See: http://aa.trinimuslims.com/f51/about-shaikh-muhammad-manaf-of-trinidad-8481/ 
4 Shaikh Muqbil said about those who defend democracy: “If it was Imam Ahmad, I swear by Allah he would have 
made the ruling that they were heretics.” (Al Qadisi:2009:136) 
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Conclusion 

It is necessary to remember that it is a must to contemplate on the fact that knowledge of a 

person is not judged by the certificates, recommendations one may possess. Nor is it judged by 

the amount of years someone may have studied in institutes or under some scholars. And 

although these things are from the means of gaining knowledge it is not the yardstick by which 

knowledge is measured. Rather, it is measured by the statements and actions of the individual. 

Ibn Rajab Al Hanbali mentioned a golden principle wherein he said: 

 ال يعرف الحق بالرجال و لكن يعرف الرجال بالحق

The truth is not known by the people but rather the people are known by the truth. 

Additionally, Shaikh Saalih Al Fawzaan said: 

“… How many scholars do not have a certificate and Allah through him destroyed the armies of 

disbelief? They do not have certificates; they have understanding of the religion of Allah, they 

have legislated knowledge, they have Imaan and fear of Allah. Verily the certificates, by Allah, 

are a means, only a means. As for the reality it is established within the person himself not his 

certificate, it is established within the person even if he does not have a certificate whoever has 

knowledge, Imaan, intellect and Taqwa even if he does not have a certificate. The crucial factor 

is its acquisition (x3).” (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIHjvwAzMb0; 24-120) 

Therefore my dear readers know that it is completely unacceptable to seek knowledge only to 

attain recommendations and certificates. The true student of knowledge and scholar are those 

who learn in order to remove ignorance from themselves and from others seeking the face of 

Allah. May Allah ta’ala bless us to be among those who decorate ourselves with the manners and 

behavior of those who sincerely serve Allah’s religion.  

 

 

 

 

 و صلى هللا على نبينا محمد و على اله و صحبه و سلم.

Completed by: Musa Millington 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIHjvwAzMb0
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