
Asking the dead to intercede is from the Shirk of the Mushrikeen. 

Introduction 

أما بعد . الحمد هلل رب العالمين و الصالة و السالم على خاتم األنبياء و المرسلين  

Although I have written on this topic several times I saw it essential to revive it because there are 

those in this country who are making efforts to justify their seeking intercession from the dead. 

This matter is quite clear when we look at the verses of the Qur’an regarding it; however, it is 

essential that the verses which specifically deal with this matter be exposed to the general 

Muslim public in order that they proceed upon clarity regarding this issue. I have therefore 

divided this treatise into four parts:  

1. Worship and its types. 

 

2. Seeking intercession from the dead: Shirk or not?  

 

3. Some doubts regarding these issues and their answers.  

 

4. Intercession and Tawassul (seeking nearness to Allah) according to the Qur’an and the 

Sunnah.  

I ask Allah make this written treatise an effort that was sincere for his face and beneficial to all 

who read it.  

Musa Millington.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section: Worship and its types.  

My dear Muslim brothers and sisters, we must keep in mind that we were created in order to 

worship Allah alone. Allah has mentioned in his book:  

"و ما خلقت الجن و االنس اال ليعبدون"  

And I have not created Jinn and Mankind except to worship me. [51:56] 

Likewise he sent his Messengers to Mankind in order to call them to worship Allah and to stay 

away from Shirk. Allah has mentioned in his book:  

 ”و لقد بعثنا في كل أمة رسوال أن اعبدوا هللا واجتنبوا الطاغوت“

And we have sent to every nation a Messenger to call them to the worship of Allah and to stay 

away from that which diverts from worshipping him. [16:36] 

The books, the Prophets and the Messengers were not sent except to inform and give clarity 

regarding the worship of Allah and the manner which he is to be worshipped. Furthermore, 

they informed their nations about Shirk and its manifestations in order that they distance 

themselves from it. Additionally, Allah has said in a verse that every Muslim reads at least 17 

times per day:  

"إياك نعبد و إياك نستعين"  

"Only you we worship and only you we seek help from.” [1:4] 

The scholars of Tafseer (exegesis of the Qur’an) have mentioned that we worship Allah directly 

and singularly without any partners. Hence, we do not direct any form of worship to any of 

Allah’s creation even if they are Prophets and angels.  

Additionally, this verse shows us that seeking help from Allah is in itself from worship and that 

anyone who seeks help from other than Allah in the manner which they seek help from Allah, 

and in matters which only Allah is capable of handling, has committed Shirk without a shadow 

of a doubt.  

This word, worship (عبادة)  is a comprehensive term for all actions and speech that Allah loves 

and is pleased with
1
 such as prayer, fasting, supplications, swearing oaths, sacrificing etc. This 

worship that we have been commanded to perform by Allah consists of two pillars. Ibnul 

Qayyim Al Jawzeeyah mentioned:  

و ذل عابده هما قطبان................و عبادة الرحمن غاية حبه  

                                                             
1 Some authors also mention that worship is any action that is used to come closer to Allah.  



And the worship of the most merciful consists of loving him and submission of his servant these 

are the two pillars.  

Hence all actions of worship should be done with this feeling of love and complete, intense need 

for the Lord of the worlds in addition to them being directed to Allah alone. Another aspect of 

worship is that it must be done in accordance to the manner in which the Messenger ( صلى هللا عليه

 it (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) If any worship isn’t done in the manner which the Messenger of Allah .(و سلم

is called an innovation and it is not accepted. The Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) said in a Hadeeth 

collected in Bukhari and Muslim: 

"من أحدث في أمرنا هذا ما ليس منه فهو رد"  

Whoever innovates in this matter of ours it is rejected.  

Hence, according to the introduction that we have just read worship can be divided into three 

broad categories regarding the manner in which it is done: 

 Worship that is directed to Allah and is in accordance to the Sunnah. This is the type 

of worship that every Muslim should strive toward because by doing such he has fulfilled 

the testimony of faith.  

 Worship that may be directed to Allah but is not in accordance with the Sunnah. 

This type of worship is called a Bid’ah and every Muslim should try their best to stay 

away from it as all of it is misguidance.  

 Worship that is directed to other than Allah. This is Shirk with Allah that he never 

forgives if the person dies upon it.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section two: Seeking intercession from the dead, Shirk or not? 

Before delving into this topic regarding intercession from the dead we must understand its 

meaning, the types of intercession and the why seeking it from the dead is Major Shirk. This is 

essential since it is improper to speak about any topic unless one has knowledge regarding the 

topic itself and its evidences. Imam Bukhari said in his authentic collection of Hadeeth: 

 باب العلم قبل القول و العمل

Knowledge comes before statements and actions.  

Likewise the scholars have often repeated the statement that a verdict upon any matter is a direct 

consequence of how the person perceives it. In other words correct perceptions lead to correct 

conclusions and flawed perceptions lead to biased, contradictory and incorrect conclusions.  

Therefore, to begin, intercession or Shafa’aa (الشفاعة) occurs when someone seeks an 

intermediary
2
 in order to fulfill a matter. In general this intercession is of two types:  

1. Intercession/seeking an intermediary in worldly matters. This is something lawful in 

Islaam and it is from co-operating in righteousness and piety. An example of this is a secretary 

who may be an intermediary between yourself and her employer.  

2. Intercession in matters of the hereafter. This type of intercession is only asked from Allah 

as he only is the possessor of such an intercession. Hence anyone who asks other than Allah for 

intercession in matters of the hereafter has committed Shirk for the following reasons: 

 It is the Shirk of the pagan Arabs which the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) was sent to 

eliminate.
3
Allah has said in his book:  

 

 "والذين اتخذوا من دونه أولياء ما نعبدهم إال ليقربونا إلى هللا زلفى"

And those who have taken as protectors other than Allah (say) we don’t worship them 

except to come closer to Allah. [39:3] 

Allah also has said:  

 ”و يعبدون من دون هللا ما ال يضرهم و ال ينفعهم و يقولون هؤالء شفعاؤنا عند هللا“

And they worship other than Allah that which neither protects nor harms them and they 

say that these are our intercessors with Allah. [10:18] 

                                                             
2 Or middleman  
3 The pagan Arabs did not only worship idols. They also worshipped nature, the angels and righteous men in order 
to gain their intercession.  



Hence, it is clear from the verse that the reason why the pagan Arabs worshipped Idols, 

Prophets, Righteous men and nature was because, according to them, they were near to 

Allah, had status in the hereafter and therefore were able to serve as intermediaries 

between Allah and mankind! I therefore beg the question: What is the real difference 

between them seeking intercession from the dead and those from among the Muslims who 

perceive that seeking intercession from the dead brings them closer to Allah?  

 It is asking other than Allah for that which only Allah is capable of granting. As 

aforementioned, this intercession in the hereafter is possessed by Allah only. Allah has 

said in Ayatul Kursi:  

"من ذا الذي يشفع عنده إال بإذنه"  

Who is it that can give intercession except by his permission? [2:255] 

He also said:  

قل هلل الشفاعة جميعا له ملك السموات و . أم اتخذوا من دون هللا شفعاء قل أو لو كانوا ال يملكون شيئا و ال يعقلون

  االرض ثم إليه ترجعون

 

“Have they (the pagan Arabs) taken other than Allah intercessors? Say if it were that they 

neither possess anything nor had sense. Say (to them) Allah possesses all intercession. He  

possesses everything in the heavens and the earth and to him you will return. [39:43-44] 

 

In this verse Allah has negated all intercession except by his permission. Secondly he 

showed clearly that the pagan Arabs took their idols, the dead etc. as intermediaries with 

Allah. Hence, to call upon others for intercession when Allah is the only one who 

possesses it and has the ability to grant it is tantamount to giving a right of Allah to 

other than him which is clearly Shirk.  

 

Ibnul Qayyim Al Jawzeeyah said regarding this verse: Allah has informed us that 

intercession is in the possession of the one who has dominion over the heavens and the 

earth and he is Allah alone… 

 

He then clarified the difference between the intercession that is Shirk and the intercession 

that is lawful. He said: 

 

“The intercession that Allah has negated is him having partners from whom 

intercession is sought because verily he has no partner. And the (intercession) that he 

has established is the intercession of the servant who was ordered to intercede, the one 



who neither intercedes nor comes forth for intercession in from of his Master until he 

(Allah) gives permission to him and says: Intercede for so and so person...”
4
 

 Shaikh Muqbil Ibn Haadi Al Waadi’ee mentioned: 

What is taken from this verse is that the prohibition is regarding the intercession that is 

sought from other than Allah…
56

 

Therefore, it is not upon the servant to call upon the dead for intercession. Rather, it is 

upon the servant to call upon Allah alone for intercession since it lies in the hands of 

Allah, no one can grant it except him and thirdly that it can only be granted after his 

permission.  

 

 The Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) showed us that we must ask Allah for him to 

intercede for us on the Day of Judgment. Imam Tirmidhi compiled the narration 

wherein the Prophet Muhammad (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) taught his companions to say:  

 

"اللهم شفعه في"  

 

Oh Allah, make him an intercessor for me.  

 

Therefore, since we know that the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) was the best of exemplars 

and teachers, we should adopt the practice of this Hadeeth rather than doing the actions of 

those who opposed the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم). 

 

Likewise in the du’a after the Adhaan we recite: 

 

 ”ات محمد وسيلة و الفضيلة وابعثه مقاما محمودا الذي وعدته“

 

And give Muhammad the means and the nobility. And raise him to the lofty status that 

you promised. 

 

This lofty status is his intercession to begin Judgment and this is only granted in the 

hereafter.  

 

 It is imitation of the Jews, the Christians and even the Hindus who take their 

righteous as intermediaries with Allah. The Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) said: 

                                                             
4 Ighathatul Lahfaan: 1/402-403 
5 Ash Shafa’ah: pg19.  
6 Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah believe in intercession. However they don’t engage in the prohibited intercession 
which is that which is sought from other than Allah.  



"من تشبه بقوم فهو منهم"  

Whoever imitates a people is of them.  

 With this action there is the belief that Allah can’t answer the prayer except 

through an intermediary. This in turns devalues Allah’s capability in answering our 

prayers and forgiving our sins. Allah has said: 

..."قل يا عبادي الذين أسرفوا على أنفسهم ال تقنطوا من رحمة هللا إن هللا يغفر الذنوب جميعا"  

Say Oh my servants who have wronged themselves to not lose faith in the mercy of 

Allah. Allah forgives all sins…[39:53] 

Likewise Allah has said: 

“ ...و إذا سألك عبادي عني فإني قريب أجيب دعوة الداعي إذا دعان ” 

If my servant asks of me then verily I am near. I answer the call of the caller when he 

calls. [2:186] 

Likewise the Messenger of Allah (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) said to his companions when they 

raised their voices in supplication:  

“. إنكم تدعون سميعا قريبا و هو معكم. صما و ال غائباأال تدعون  فإنكم ” 

Verily you are not calling one who is deaf and absent. Verily you are calling the one who 

hears all things, is near and he is with you (by his knowledge).  

This Hadeeth shows us that Allah hears everything and is near regarding his knowledge 

while the dead neither hears nor answers our supplications. Allah has said clearly in his 

book:  

 ”و ما أنت بمسمع من في القبور“

And you are not heard by the dwellers of the grave. [35:22] 

Likewise Allah said:  

“ ...إن تدعوهم ال يسمعوا دعائكم و لو سمعوا ما استجابوا لكم .و الذين تدعون من دون هللا ال يملكون من قطمير  

And those who you call upon other than Allah do not own an atoms weight of anything. 

If you call them they can’t hear your supplications and even if they heard them they 

would be incapable of answering you. [35-13-14] 

These are simply five of the many reasons as to why seeking intercession from the dead is the 

same Shirk which Allah has refuted in his Noble book and which the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) 



spent his life opposing. Hence, as Muslims we must refrain from this action since its end result is 

eternal punishment in the hellfire. Allah has said: 

 ”إنه من يشرك باهلل فقد حرم هللا عليه الجنة و مأواه النار و ما للظالمين من أنصار“

Verily the one who has associated partners with Allah is forbidden from Jannah and his abode is 

in the hellfire. And the oppressors would have no supporters. [5-72] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section 3: Doubts and their answers 

Although the Qur’an has clarified this issue extensively there are those who still desire to stir in 

murky waters after such clarification. Allah has informed us about such people in the Qur’an 

when he said: 

"فأما الذين في قلوبهم زيغ فيتبعوا ما تشابه منه ابتغاء الفتنة و ابتغاء تأويله"  

As for those who have diseases in their hearts they wish to follow the allegorical verses seeking 

mischief and interpretation of it. [3:7] 

In a Hadeeth reported in both Bukhari and Muslim, Aisha (رضي هللا عنها) reported that the Prophet 

 :read this verse and said (صلى هللا عليه و سلم)

 ”إذا رأيت الذين يتبعون ما تشابه منه فأولئك الذين سماهم هللا فاحذروهم“

If you see those who follow that which is allegorical then those are the people who Allah has 

named therefore distance yourself from them.  

In this Hadeeth the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) explained to us that there would be those who wish 

to steer the masses from light into darkness, from knowledge to ignorance and from clarity to 

obscurity by interpreting the sources of Islaam according to their whims and fancies. However, 

no matter how much effort they may make, whatever is in the darkness must come to light and 

when the light is shone the darkness disappears. On this juncture I shall present three main 

doubts, and their responses, regarding the issue at hand.  

They say: We are Muslims. We pray, we fast and we mention Allah. However, we are sinners 

and therefore we need to ask the righteous to ask Allah for us in order to be forgiven.  

Response: Firstly, singling out Allah in worship is a condition for the acceptance of 

repentance. Allah has said:  

 ”فاعلم أنه ال اله اال هللا و استغفر لذنبك و للمؤمنين و المؤمنات“

Know that there is nothing worthy of worship except Allah and seek forgiveness for your sins 

and those of the believing men and women. [47:19] 

Hence, the first obligation is worshipping Allah alone and afterward the one who serves Allah 

only is directed to seek forgiveness of his sins which as a manifestation of his Tawheed. Hence, 

it is clear that knowledge of Tawheed and action upon it is required rather than supplication to 

the dead. Secondly Allah has clarified what the believers do when seeking forgiveness. He said:  

“ ...و الذين إذا فعلوا فاحشة أو ظلموا أنفسهم ذكروا هللا فاستغفروا لذنوبهم ” 



And those who do an illicit act or have oppressed themselves remember Allah and then seek 

forgiveness for their sins. [3:135] 

Therefore, the believer, upon doing sin, remembers Allah first in remorse for what he has done 

and then seeks forgiveness from Allah himself. There is no requirement in Islaam that states 

that the servant should call upon the dead to ask Allah to forgive him. Rather, as aforementioned, 

such an action constitutes Shirk and mars the relationship between Allah and his servant since he 

has brought between himself and his Lord an intermediary.  

Additionally the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) said that Allah said:  

 ”فاستغفروني أغفر لكم“

Ask forgiveness of me and I will forgive you.  

Allah did not say to ask the dead from the righteous to ask forgiveness. Rather, as demonstrated 

in this Hadeeth, it is upon the servant himself to ask his Lord for forgiveness.  

Secondly, the one who has sinned is in more need of Allah than he is in need of the dead. This is 

because Allah has ordered us to return to him so that he may forgive our sins and grant us 

paradise. As for those who have died they may be in need of our supplication to Allah for them 

rather than us supplicating to them.  

Thirdly, there are many verses in the Qur’an which show that Allah is merciful, near to his 

slaves and knows their needs and wishes. There is absolutely nothing between the slave of Allah 

and repentance except for him asking Allah ta’ala to give him guidance to the straight path 

because if it is that Allah is the most merciful of those who show mercy, and more merciful than 

a mother to her own child, why would we as servants, who are always in need of Allah’s mercy, 

need to bring between ourselves and our Lord an intermediary?  

Furthermore, this is the belief of the Christian sect called the Jehovah’s witnesses who say that in 

order to get their prayers answered they must only turn to Jesus as an intermediary! If this is 

their belief regarding a Prophet then what is even worse is the belief that those below the 

Prophets have that type of status.  

They say: We don’t worship the righteous but rather we take them as intermediaries in order to 

come closer to him.  

Response: This is the exact statement of the Arab pagans who said:  

 

 "والذين اتخذوا من دونه أولياء ما نعبدهم إال ليقربونا إلى هللا زلفى"

 



And those who have taken as protectors other than Allah (say) we don’t worship them except 

to come closer to Allah.  

And who claimed the following:  

 ”و يعبدون من دون هللا ما ال يضرهم و ال ينفعهم و يقولون هؤالء شفعاؤنا عند هللا“

 

And they worship other than Allah that which neither protects nor harms them and they say that 

these are our intercessors with Allah.  

Secondly, worship is any action which is used to draw closer to Allah. Therefore, if an action 

which is used to draw closer to Allah such as supplication, sacrifice, seeking aid etc, is directed 

to other than him it is Major Shirk which Allah does not forgive. As aforementioned, asking the 

dead for intercession is from Shirk because Allah and Allah alone gives that right to whoever he 

pleases. Additionally, as Muslims, we have been told to ask Allah for the Prophet to intercede for 

us on judgment day.  

They say: How can you say we are committed apostasy when we pray, we fast, we make Hajj, 

give charity and say La ilaha ill Allah?  

Response: In the books of all the four Madhabs they have a chapter called the chapter of 

apostasy (Ar Riddah) and in this chapter the scholars of Islamic jurisprudence have elucidated on 

several acts wherein a person would be deemed an apostate even if he/she proclaims the 

declaration of faith. Allah has mentioned in his noble book: 

 ”و من الناس من يقول امنا باهلل و باليوم االخر و ما هم بمؤمنين“

And there are those from the people that say that they believe in Allah and the final day but they 

are not believers. [2:8] 

Hence, this verse establishes that the declaration of faith is not sufficient but rather it is 

incumbent upon the Muslim to truly believe in this declaration and act upon it. Without doubt 

the one who calls upon the dead, begging them for their needs, asking them for intercession and 

relying upon them has acted in total contradiction to La ilaha ill Allah because, as previously 

established, such actions were the actions of the pagan Quraish.  

They say: The Quraish worshipped idols and we don’t worship idols.  

Response: On this juncture we should clarify that the worship of idols constitutes directing any 

form of worship toward them. Hence, if any type of worship is directed toward the righteous or 

the dead this action would also be from associating partners with Allah. In other words 

although the individuals or objects are different the action of directing worship to a creation 

rather than the creator remains the same.  



Secondly, the Quraish did not worship idols alone. They also worshipped Jesus the son of Mary, 

the righteous, the angels, the sun and the moon. Hence, Shirk cannot be summarized as an act of 

worship that is directed toward an idol. Rather it is an act of worship that is directed to anything 

other than Allah.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Section: Intercession and Tawassul according to the Qur’an and Sunnah. 

As aforementioned, making the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) or any other righteous man, whether 

he is dead or absent, as an intermediary in supplication is the Shirk of the pagan Arabs. The 

intercession which is confirmed is that which is established according to the texts of the Qur’an 

and the Sunnah and from these texts the scholars have clarified that there are four conditions for 

the acceptance of intercession. 

 The permission of Allah ta’ala. Allah has said in his book: 

 ”من ذا الذي يشفع عنده إال بإذنه“

Who is it that can intercede except with his permission?  

Hence to request intercession from the dead or the absent in this world has no benefit since 

Allah is the one who gives permission for such an act to take place.  

 The one who intercedes has to be from those who Allah has favoured with 

intercession.  

 

 The one who requests the intercession has to be from the people of Tawheed. The 

Messenger of Allah (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) was asked by Abu Hurairah (رضي هللا عنه) about the 

one who is most deserved of his intercession. He (صلى هللا عليه و سلم)  then said:  

 

“ الناس بشفاعتي من قال ال اله اال هللا خالصا من قلبه أسعد ” 

 

The person who deserved my intercession the most is the one who says La ilaha ill Allah 

sincerely from his heard. (Bukhari and Muslim).  

 

This therefore confirms that the intercession is for the people of Tawheed by statement 

and action and not for those who commit Shirk. Allah has clarified in his book: 

 

 ”إن هللا ال يغفر أن يشرك به و يغفر ما دون ذلك لمن يشاء“

Verily Allah doesn’t forgive the one who associated partners with him and forgives other 

than that from whosoever he wishes. [4:48] 

Likewise, according to the textual evidences, Prophetic intercession will take place in the 

hereafter and there are several statements of the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) which confirm this. 

From them is a Hadeeth collected in Bukhari and Muslim who both reported that he said: 

"فجعلت دعوتي شفاعة ألمتي يوم القيامة, لكل نبي دعوة قد دعا بها فاستجيبت"  



For every Prophet there is a supplication that he supplicates with and he is answered. So I left my 

supplication as intercession for my nation on the Day of Judgment.  

Likewise, in the long Hadeeth, collected in Bukhari and Muslim, regarding the intercession of 

the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) on the Day of Judgment he said:  

ثم يفتح هللا علي من محامده و حسن الثناء عليه لم يفتحه على أحد , فأنطلق فاتي تحت العرش فأقع ساجدا لربي عز و جل"

"و اشفع تشفع, سل تعطه, ارفع رأسكثم يقال يا محمد , قبلي  

So I will come under the throne and prostrate to my Lord. And then Allah will open for me 

words of praise that he never opened for anyone before me and then it will be said: Oh 

Muhammad, raise your head. Ask and you shall receive, intercede and it will be granted.  

These two Hadeeth demonstrate that the Prophetic intercession will occur on the Day of 

Judgment after Allah gives him permission to intercede for this nation. Additionally, the first 

Hadeeth clarifies that this intercession is something that is safeguarded until the Day of 

Judgment which is the time when it is most needed for us.  

Additionally, according to the Qur’an and the Sunnah, there are different types of intercession 

that will be done by the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) on the Day of Judgment. Some of the scholars 

have clarified some of the types of intercession which the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) would 

perform: 

 Firstly, he will intercede for the people who are standing on Judgment Day in order for 

the judgment to commence. This is called the grand intercession (الشفاعة العظمى).  

 

 Secondly, he will intercede for the people of the paradise to enter paradise in addition to 

interceding for some of its people in order to increase their rank in paradise. 

 

 Thirdly he would intercede for some believers, who deserved punishment from Allah, to 

enter into the paradise in addition to interceding from some of those in the hellfire, from 

the believers, to enter into paradise as well.  

Furthermore, it is recorded in an authentic Hadeeth that he would also intercede for his uncle, 

Abi Taalib, to get a lesser punishment than others in the hellfire. Additionally, according to the 

Qur’an and the Sunnah we must believe that whoever or whatever Allah has given permission to 

intercede for us can intercede for us such as the Qur’an, the righteous etc.  

As for Tawassul, it is seeking nearness to Allah through legislated means which are clearly 

defined in the Qur’an and the Sunnah. There is the Tawassul that is not legislated, which is the 

Tawassul of the pagan Arabs, i.e. seeking a means to come closer to Allah through calling upon 



then dead and asking them for intercession.
7
 And then there is the legislated Tawassul which are 

of three types: 

 Tawassul by using Allah’s names during supplication. Allah has said in his book: 

 

 ”و هلل األسماء الحسنى فادعوه بها“

 

“And Allah has beautiful names therefore call him by them” [7:180] 

 

 Tawassul by using one’s righteous deeds. Allah has said in his book: 

 

 ”إياك نعبد و إياك نستعين“

 

Only you we worship and only you we seek help from. Then he said: 

 

"إهدنا الصراط المستقيم"  

 

Guide us to the straight path.  

 

In other words, after our righteous deed of worshipping Allah alone without any partner 

is mentioned in Surah Al Faatihah we then ask Allah to guide us upon the straight path.  

 

 Tawassul by the supplication of a righteous man or woman who is alive and 

present. This happened during the Caliphate of ‘Umar Ibn Khattab when he asked 

‘Abbas to make du’a for rain because the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه وسلم) was no longer alive. 

Likewise in this same Hadeeth of ‘Umar it demonstrates that he sought nearness to Allah 

through his love and respect for the Prophetic household. Shaikh Ul Islaam Ibn 

Taymeeyah said in his Laameeyah:  

"القربى بها أتوسلو مودة "  

And by the love of those who are the relatives of the Messenger I seek nearness to Allah.  

From the preceeding paragraphs it is clear that Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah establish intercession 

for the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) and other than him on the Day of Judgment. They also 

establish legislated means to draw near to Allah. Therefore, these actions neither denied by 

Ahlus Sunnah nor are they affirmed according to whim but rather they are all established in 

accordance to what is within the Qur’an and the authentic Sunnah.  

                                                             
7 Another type of Tawassul that is not legislated is asking by the right of so and so person. For example when one 
says Oh Allah I ask you by the right of the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم).  This would not be Shirk however it would be 
an innovation as there is no concrete evidence to show that one can ask by the right of a Prophet, a righteous 
person etc.  



Conclusion 

From this small effort, the difference between the intercession of the pagan Arabs and that which 

the Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) has affirmed is like the distance between the east and west. My 

dear brothers and sisters, it is unfortunate that many have fell into the traps of Satan by 

following the ways of those before them in their practices to the point that they have committed 

the most abominable act that every Muslim, by virtue of necessity, must distance himself from.  

This door to Shirk was opened by the Raafidah Shee’ah and those from the extreme Sufis have 

followed in their footsteps to the point that they call Shirk: Tawassul (seeking a means of 

nearness to Allah) and paint Tawheed as hatred for the Prophets and the righteous. These and 

other ideologies that are foreign to Islaam can only be counteracted with two things which the 

Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) left us with. These two things, if we hold onto them we will never go 

astray; the book of Allah and the Sunnah of his Noble Messenger (صلى هللا عليه و سلم).  

May Allah guide us and protect us. And may he help us to become from those who upon hearing 

his statements are neither deaf nor blind toward them.  

.و سلمو صلى هللا على نبينا محمد و على اله و صحبه   

Written by Musa Millington 

On the 9
th
 December 2013 corresponding to 6th Safar 1435 after the Hijrah 


