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Introduction: 

 

 الحود هلل رب العالوين و الصالة و السالم على رسوله الكرين على نبينا هحود و على اله و صحبه و سلن أها بعد

 

I ask Allah ta’ala to bless everyone who is making effort regarding translating the works and 

tapes of the scholars. This year, I embarked upon translating this debate between Shaikh Al 

Albani and the one who celebrates the Prophet’s birthday since this is something rampant in my 

own country [Trinidad]. And after three sleepless nights of translating, on the third night I saw a 

tweet by our brother Ahmad Abu Turab relating to it and to my surprise it was the same exact 

debate I translated.  

 

Hence, out of respect for my brother who has taken up this tremendous work of translating what 

Shaikh Al Albani left as inheritance, I took the debate from his website and did the following: 

 

 Put the verses and Hadeeth in Arabic. 

 Put the references for the verses. 

 Formatted it.  

 

I did so in order that the reader memorizes the evidences pertaining to this issue so that he would 

stand upon firm ground. 

 

May Allah ta’ala bless our brother Ahmad Abu Turab and all of those who make effort for his 

cause. 

 

Musa Millington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Debate.
1
 

 

Shaikh Al-Albani 

 

Celebrating the noble birthday of the Prophet, is it good or evil? 

 

Questioner 

 

[It is] good. 

 

Shaikh Al-Albani 

 

Okay.  This good – were the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , and his Companions ignorant of it? 

 

Questioner 

 

No. 

 

Shaikh Al-Albani 

 

I am not satisfied now with you saying no.  Rather it is obligatory upon you to proceed and say: 

It is impossible for this good – if it is good – or other than it to be hidden from the Prophet, ( صلى

(هللا عليه و سلم , and his Companions specifically since we do not know Islaam except by way of 

Muhammad, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) – so how do we know some good which he did not?!  This is 

impossible. 

 

Questioner 

 

Establishing the celebration of the Prophetic birthday is a revival of his remembrance, ( صلى هللا

(عليه و سلم , and in that is honour for him. 

 

Shaikh Al-Albani 

                                                             
1 Reference: http://shaikhalbaani.wordpress.com/2011/02/10/hello-world/ 

 

http://shaikhalbaani.wordpress.com/2011/02/10/hello-world/


 

This philosophizing is something we are acquainted with.  We hear it from many people and 

have read it in their books.  But when the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , called people did he call 

them to all of Islaam or to Tawhid? 

 

Questioner 

 

Tawhid. 

 

Shaikh Al-Albani 

 

The first thing he called them to was Tawhid. After that the prayers were made compulsory.  

After that, fasting was made compulsory.  After that, Hajj was made compulsory and so on.  

Therefore, you [too] should proceed, step by step, according to this prescribed Sunnah.  We have 

now agreed that it is impossible that there can be some good with us which the Prophet, ( صلى اهلل
(عليه و سلم , did not know.  [Since] we have come to know all good by way of the Prophet, ( صلى اهلل

(سلم عليه و . No two people will differ about this and no two rams will strike horns over this.  And 

I believe that whoever doubts this then he is not a Muslim.  From the sayings of the 

Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , that support this are his, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , saying: 

 
ِ إاِله َو أََمْرُتُكْم بِهِ } ُبُكْم إِلَى َّللاه  {َما َتَرْكُت َشْيًئا ُيَقرِّ

 

 “I have not left anything which will bring you closer to Allaah except that I have 

ordered you with it.” 2 

 

So if celebrating his birthday was good and was something which would bring us closer to Allaah 

then it is befitting that the Prophet  should have directed us to it. Correct or not?  I (صلى هللا عليه و سلم)

do not want you to agree with me without being totally convinced about every letter I say.  And you 

have total freedom to say, „Please, I am not convinced with this point.‟  So is there anything that you 

are not convinced with so far or are you with me? 

 

Questioner 

 

With you totally. 

                                                             
2 Reported by at-Tabaraani, authentic, refer to Asl Sifatis-Salaatin-Nabee, vol. 3, p. 942 



 

Shaikh Al-Albani 

 

May Allaah reward you with good.  So the Prophet  :said (صلى هللا عليه و سلم)

 

ِ إاِله َو أََمْرُتُكْم بِهِ } ُبُكْم إِلَى َّللاه ٌَُقرِّ ًئا  ٌْ  {َما َتَرْكُت َش
 

“I have not left anything which will bring you closer to Allaah except that I have 

ordered you with it.” 

 

We say to all those who claim that it is permissible to hold this celebration – this celebration is good 

– according to you, therefore either the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , has directed us to it or he has 

not directed us to it.  So if they say: he has directed us to it.  We say: Bring your proof if you are 

truthful.  And they will never ever find a way to be able to do that.  And we have read the writings of 

Alawi and other than Alawi regarding this and they do not use as proof anything except the saying 

that this is a good innovation!! [bid'ah hasanah]  This is a good innovation!! 

 

All people, whether it is those who celebrate the birthday or those who denounce this celebration – 

all of them agree that this celebration was not present in the time of the Prophet, ( صلى هللا عليه و

(سلم , nor the time of the Noble Companions and nor the time of the eminent scholars.  But those who 

allow this celebration say: And what is there that occurs in this celebration?  It is remembrance of the 

Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , and the sending of salutations upon him and so on!  So we say:  If it was 

good they would have preceded us in it.  You know the saying of the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) ,  

 

{ لُْوَنهُ  ٌَ َن  ٌْ لُْوَنُهْم ثُمه الهِذ ٌَ َن  ٌْ ًْ ُثمه الهِذ ُر النهاِس َقْرنِ ٌْ مْ َخ } 
 

“The best of people is my generation then the ones who follow them then the ones 

who follow them.”3 

 

And this hadith is reported in the two Sahih’s [Bukhari and Muslim].  And his generation, ( صلى هللا

(عليه و سلم , is the one he and his Companions lived in.  Then the ones who followed them are 

the Taabi’een. Then the ones who followed them are the Atbaa’ut-Taabi’een (the followers of 

the Taabi’een).  There is also no dispute in this.  So can you imagine that there is any good which we 

could have preceded them in, in both knowledge and action?  Is that possible? 

 

                                                             
3 Reported by Bukhaari, Muslim, Tirmidhee and Ibn Maajah 



Questioner 

 

As for knowledge, if the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , had said to anyone in his time that the Earth 

spins … 

 

Shaikh Al-Albani 

 

I‟m sorry.  I would prefer you do not sidetrack.  Since I asked you about two things: knowledge and 

action.  And in reality, what you just said has benefited me – since naturally when referring to 

knowledge I am referring to religious [shar'ee] knowledge not medicine, for example.  I can say that 

a doctor here is more knowledgeable than Ibn Sina in his time, because he came generations later, 

and he has had much more experience and practice - but this does not prove his virtue before Allaah 

and nor does it put him before the generations that were given witness to [in the above mentioned 

hadith].  But it does prove his virtue in the knowledge [field] which he knows.  And we are speaking 

about ordained [shar'ee] knowledge, may Allaah bless you.  So it is obligatory that we pay attention 

to this.  When I say to you: do you believe that it is possible that we can be more knowledgeable, I am 

referring to religious [shar'ee] knowledge not knowledge gained through experience like geography, 

astronomy, chemistry or physics.  Suppose, for example, in this time there is a disbeliever in Allaah 

and His Messenger, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , but he is the most knowledgeable of all people in these 

sciences, will that bring him closer to Allaah? 

 

Questioner 

 

No 

 

Shaikh Al-Albani 

 

Thus we are not talking now about knowledge in those fields, rather we are talking about that 

knowledge by which we want to get closer to Allaah, the Blessed and Most High.  And a short while 

ago we were talking about the celebration of the birthday of the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) . So the 

question now returns, and I hope that I will obtain a clear answer without any sidetracking again.  So 

I say: do you believe, with what you have been given of intellect and understanding, that it is possible 

for us – and we are at the end of time – that we can be more knowledgeable than the Companions 

and the students of the Companions [Taabi'een] and the Mujtahid Imaams in religious [shar'ee] 

knowledge, and that we can be faster in doing good actions and getting closer to Allaah than these 

righteous predecessors? 

 



Questioner 

 

By religious knowledge do you mean exegis [tafsir] of the Quraan? 

 

Shaikh Al-Albani 

 

They are more knowledgeable than us regarding tafsir of the Quran; they are more knowledgeable 

than us regarding explanations of the sayings of the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم)  – at the end of the 

day they are more knowledgeable than us regarding the entire Shari’ah of Islaam. 

 

Questioner 

 

Regarding tafsir of the Quran, maybe in this time it is more than in the time of the Prophet, 

sallallaahu alaihi wa sallam. For example, the Quranic aayah: 

 

{ ٍء إِنهُه َخبٌِْ َو َتَرى  ًْ ِ الهِذْي أَْتَقَن ُكله َش َحاِب ُصْنَع َّللاه ًَ َتُمرُّ َمره السه ر  اْلِجَباَل َتْحِسُبَها َجاِمَدًة َو ِه
 {بَِما َتْفَعلُْونَ 

 

And you will see the mountains and think them solid, but they shall pass away as the 

passing away of the clouds. The Work of Allaah, Who perfected all things. Verily! He is 

Well-Acquainted with what you do.4 

 

If the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , had said to anyone in his time that the Earth spins on its axis 

would anyone have believed him?  No one would have believed him. 

 

Shaikh Al-Albani 

 

So you want us – and I say this without blaming you – to record another sidetrack against you?  O 

my brother, I am asking about knowledge on the whole, not a part of that knowledge, we are asking a 

general question. 

 

Who are the most knowledgeable about Islam in its totality? 

 

                                                             
4 Naml: [27:88] 



Questioner 

 

The Prophet (صلى هللا عليه و سلم)  and his Companions of course.  

 

Shaikh Al-Albani 

 

This is what we want from you, may Allaah bless you.  As for the tafsir you are referring to, it has no 

connection to action.  It has a connection with pondering and understanding.  And we have already 

spoken with you about the previous aayah and we have established that for you that those who quote 

this aayah as a proof that the Earth spins are mistaken.  Because the aayah is referring to the Day of 

Judgement: 

 

لُ اْْلَْرضُ  ْوم ُتَبده ِ اْلَواِحِد اْلَقههارِ  ٌَ َمَواُت َو َبَرُزْوا ّلََلُّ َر اْْلَْرِض َو السه ٌْ {َغ } 
 

On the Day when the earth will be changed to another earth and so will be the heavens, 

and they (all creatures) will appear before Allaah, the One, the Irresistible.5 

 

In any case, we are not talking about this subject.  By way of argument, I will agree with you that 

there could be a man from those who came after who has more sceintific knowledge or more 

knowledge of the natural sciences than a Companion or a student of the Companion and so on.  But 

this has no connection to righteous actions.  Since today, for example, the disbelievers are more 

knowledgeable in astronomy and its like than us but what do they benefit from that?  Nothing.  So we 

do not want to delve into this thing now.  We want to talk about that which will bring us closer to 

Allaah.  We now want to talk about the noble birthday of the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) . And had 

agreed that if it was good then our Pious Predecessors [As-Salaf As-Saalih] and at the head of them 

the Messenger of Allaah, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , would have been more knowledgeable about it than us 

and faster in acting upon it than us.  Is there any doubt in this? 

 

Questioner 

 

No, there is no doubt in it. 

 

Shaikh Al-Albani 

 

Then do not exceed this boundary now [delving into] matters from experiential knowledge that have 

                                                             
5 Ibraheem [14:48] 



no connection with getting closer to Allaah, the Most High, with righteous actions.  This celebration 

was not present in the time of the Messenger, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم)  – by the agreement of all – so this 

„good‟ was not present in the time of the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) ,or the Companions or their 

students or the Imaams!  So how was this good hidden from them?! 

We are forced to say either one of two things. 

1) They knew this good like we know it – and they are more knowledgeable than us – or they did not 

know it: then how do we know it? 

So if we were to say, they knew it – and this saying is closer and better as regards the ones who 

uphold the legitimacy of celebrating the birthday – then why didn‟t they act upon it?  Are we closer to 

Allaah [than them]? 

Why didn‟t a single one from them make a mistake even once – a Companion, or a taabi’ee or a 

scholar from them or a worshipper – [why didn't a single one make a mistake] and act upon this 

„good.‟!? 

 

Does it enter your mind that not a single one had acted upon this good – and they were millions in 

number?!  And they were more knowledgeable than us and better than us and closer to Allaah?!  You 

know the saying of the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) ,  

 

ِدِه لَْو أَْنَفَق أََحُدُكْم ِمْثَل أُُحٍد َذَهًبا َما َبلََغ ُمده أََحِدِهْم َو الَ : الَ َتُسُبوا أَْصَحابًِ} ٌَ ٍد بِ َفَوالهِذْي َنْفُس ُمَحمه
َفه ٌْ {َنِص  

 

“Do not abuse my Companions.  For by the One who has Muhammd‟s souls in His 

Hands, if one of you were to spend the like of Mount Uhud in gold, it would not equal 

a mudd of one of them or even half of it.” 6 

 

Do you see the level of difference between us and them? 

They strove in the Way of Allaah, the Most High, with the Messenger of Allaah, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم)  

and they recieved knowledge from him fresh and new without all of these numerous intermediaries 

that are between us and him, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) . As he indicated, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , in the 

authentic hadith, 

 

{ ْقَرأهُ َعلَى قَِراَءِة اْبِن أُمِّ َعْبدٍ َمْن أََحبه أَْن } ٌَ ا َفْل ًٌ ْقَرأَ اْلقُْراَن َغًضا َطِر ٌَ  

                                                             
6 Reported by Bukhaari and Muslim 



 

 “Whoever loves to read the Quran „ghadan tariyaa‟ then let him read according to 

the reading of Ibn Umm Abd.” 7 

 

Namely, Ibn Mas‟ood.  ‘Ghadan tariyaa’ means fresh and new. 

 

These Pious Predecessors and at the head of them the Companions, may Allaah be pleased with 

them, it is not possible for us to imagine that they were ignorant of some good which would bring 

them closer to Allaah and it is we [not them] who have come to know it!  And if we say they knew like 

we know then it is impossible for us to imagine that they neglected this good. 

Maybe this has clarified the point that I am talking about, inshaa Allaah? 

 

Questioner 

 

Alhamdulillaah 

 

Shaikh Al-Albani 

 

May Allaah reward you with good.  There is something else.  There are many verses and sayings of 

the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , which clarify that Islaam has been completed.  And I think this is a 

reality you are aware of and believe in.  There is no difference between a scholar, a student of 

knowledge or even a commoner on this point – which is, that Islaam has been completed and that it 

is not like the religion of the Jews and the Christians which changes and is replaced daily. And I 

remind you of the statement of Allaah, the Most High: 

 

ًنا} ٌْ ُت لَُكمُ اْْلِْسالََم ِد ٌْ ًْ َو َرِض ُكْم نِْعَمتِ ٌْ َنُكْم َو أَْتَمْمُت َعلَ ٌْ ْوَم أَْكَمْلُت لَُكْم ِد ٌَ {اْل  

This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favour upon you, and 

have chosen for you Islaam as your religion.8 

 

Now comes the question – and this is from another angle, different to what preceded, to show that 

celebrating the birthday is not good – and that is that if it was good they would have preceded us in it 

                                                             
7
 Reported by Ibn Maajah, no. 138, authentic 

8 Al Maaidah [5:3] 



and they – namely the Pious Predecessors – are more knowledgeable than us and worshipped more 

than us.   

 

[If we day that] this celebration of the Prophet‟s birthday, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) ,  is good then it is from 

Islaam.  So we say:  Do all of us, both from those who deny this celebration and from those who 

uphold it, are we all in agreement as we were on the previous point that this celebration was not 

present in the time of the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم)  – are we all [still] in agreement [on this second 

point] that this celebration, if it is good, then it is from Islaam and that if it is not good it is not from 

Islaam? 

 

And the day this aayah was revealed: 

 

ُنُكمْ الٌَْ } ٌْ {ْوَم أَْكَمْلُت لَُكْم ِد  

This day, I have perfected your religion for you … 

 

The day it was revealed there was no celebration of the Prophetic birthday.  So is it part of the 

religion according to you?! 

I want you to be totally frank with me.  And do not think that I am from the Shaikhs who silence the 

students or even the common folk, saying: Be quiet!  You do not know, you do not know!  No, you are 

totally free, as though you are talking to a person like yourself or even less than you in age and 

knowledge.  If you are not convinced then say: I am not convinced. 

So now, if the celebration is from good then it is from Islaam and if it is not good then it is not from 

Islaam.  When we agree that the celebration of the birthday was not present when the 

aforementioned aayah was revealed, then it is very logical [to say] that it is not from Islaam. 

 

And I will confirm what I am saying with more from the Imaam of the place ofHijra [Madinah] 

Imaam Maalik ibn Anas, who said, “Whoever introduces an innovation into Islaam – note how he 

said a single innovation not innovations – seeing it as something good then he has assumed that 

Muhammad, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , betrayed Prophethood.” 

 

And this is a very dangerous affair – what is you proof O Imaam [Maalik]! 

Imaam Maalik said, “Read, if you wish, the statement of Allaah, the Most High: 

َنُكْم َو أَْتَمْمُت عَ } ٌْ ْوَم أَْكَمْلُت لَُكْم ِد ٌَ ًنااْل ٌْ ُت لَُكمُ اْْلِْسالََم ِد ٌْ ًْ َو َرِض ُكْم نِْعَمتِ ٌْ {لَ  



This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed My Favour upon you, and 

have chosen for you Islaam as your religion. 

 

So what was not religion that day is not religion today.”  End of his words. 

When did Imaam Maalik say this?  In the second century after the hijrah – one of the generations 

that had been testified for as having good!  So what about now in the fourteenth century? 

 

This is speech that should be written in gold.  But we are heedless of the Book of Allaah, the Most 

High, and the sayings of the Messenger of Allaah, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , and the sayings of the Imaams 

that we presume we are following, how very far, how very far.  And the difference between us and 

them in following is like the difference between the East and the West. 

 

This is the Imaam of the place to which the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , migrated [Madinah] he is 

saying in a clear Arabic tongue: “So what was not religion that day is not religion today.” 

 

Today celebrating the birthday of the Prophetic birthday is religion, and if it were not then this 

dispute would not be taking place between scholars clinging to the Sunnah and defending 

[the religion] against innovations.  How can this be religion when it was not present in the time of 

the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , nor in the time of the Companions nor in the time of 

the Taabi’een nor in the time of the followers of the Taabi’een?! 

 

Imaam Maalik is from the Atbaa’ut-Taabi’een and he is from amongst the ones mentioned in 

the hadith,  

 

لُْوَنُهمْ } ٌَ َن  ٌْ ًْ ُثمه الهِذ ًْ َقْرنِ ُر اْلقُُرْونِ ٌْ لُْوَنُهْم  َخ ٌَ َن  ٌْ {ثُمه الهِذ  

 

“The best of generations is my generation then those who follow them then those who 

follow them.” 

 

Imaam Maalik says: So what was not religion that day is not religion today.  And the last of this 

nation will not be rectified except with that which the first of it was rectified. 

What was the first of this Nation rectified with?  By innovating matters into the religion and trying to 

get closer to Allaah, the Most High, with things that the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , did not do?! 

The Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , said,  

 



ِ إاِله َو أََمْرُتُكْم بِهِ } ُبُكْم إِلَى َّللاه ٌَُقرِّ ًئا  ٌْ {َما َتَرْكُت َش  

“I have not left anything that will bring you closer to Allaah except that I have 

ordered you with it.” 

 

Why didn‟t Allaah‟s Messenger, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , order us to celebrate his birthday?  This is a 

question and it has an answer.  There is a [different] celebration of the prophetic birthday contrary to 

this celebration which is not legislated.  This legislated celebration was present in the time of Allaah‟s 

Messenger, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , as opposed to the unlegislated one, along with the huge difference 

which also exists between the two. 

The first of those differences is that the legislated celebration [which will soon be mentioned] is 

worship which is agreed upon by all of the Muslims.  Secondly, the legislated celebration reoccurs 

once every single week whereas their unlegislated celebration only occurs once a year. 

These are the two distinguishing matters between the two birthday celebrations – namely, that the 

first is worship and reoccurs every week as opposed to the unlegislated one which is neither worship 

and nor does it reoccur every week. 

And I am not just saying anything on a whim for which Allaah has revealed no authority.  Rather I 

will relay a saying of the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , to you which is reported in Sahih Muslim, may 

Allaah have mercy upon him [Imaam Muslim].  From Abu Qatada Al-Ansari who said: 

 

A man came to the Messenger, sallallaahu alaihi wa sallam, and said, “O Messenger of Allaah!  

What do you say about the fast of Monday?”  So he said, 

 

هِ } ٌْ ًه فِ ِه َو أُْنِزَل اْلقُْراُن َعلَ ٌْ ْوٍم ُولِْدُت فِ ٌَ {َذاَك   

“That is the day on which I was born.  And the Quran was revealed upon me in it.”9  

 

What is the meaning of this?  It is as though he, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , is saying: 

 

How can you ask me about it and Allaah brought me out to life on that day and sent down revelation 

to me on that day also?  Namely, it is befitting that you fast on Mondays as thanks to Allaah, the Most 

High, for creating me on that day and for sending down revelation to me on it. 

                                                             
9 Reported by Abu Dawud (no., 2097), authentic, and others 



And this is similar to the fast of the Jews on the day of Aashoora.  And perchance you know that 

before the obligation to fast the month of Ramadaan fasting on the day of Aashoora was the 

obligation on the Muslims.  And there occurs in some sayings of the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , that 

when he migrated to Madinah he found the Jews fasting the Day of Aashoora.  So he asked them 

about that and they replied saying that this is the day that Allaah saved Moses and his people from 

Pharaoh, so we fast on it as thanks to Allaah.  So he, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , said, 

 

{َنْحُن أََحقُّ بُِمْوَسى ِمْنُكمْ }  

 “We have more right to Moses than you.”10  

 

So he fasted that day and ordered fasting on that day so it became obligatory until Allaah sent down 

His Saying: 

َن اْلُهَدى َو اْلفُْرَقاِن َفَمْن َشهِ } ٌَِّناٍت مِّ ِه اْلقُْراُن ُهًدى لِّلنهاِس َو َب ٌْ َد ِمْنُكُم َشْهُر َرَمَضاَن الهِذْي أُْنِزَل فِ
ٌَُصْمهُ الشه  {ْهَر َفْل  

The month of Ramadaan in which was revealed the Qur’aan, a guidance for mankind 

and clear proofs for the guidance and the criterion (between right and wrong). So 

whoever of you sights (the crescent on the first night of) the month (of Ramadaan i.e. 

is present at his home), he must observe fasts.11 

 

Thereafter fasting on the Day of Aashoora became a Sunnah and the obligation was abrogated.  The 

proof from this is that the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , participated with the Jews in fasting the Day 

of Aashoora as thanks to Allaah, the Most High, that He saved Moses from Pharaoh.  So the door of 

thanks has also been opened for us by fasting on Mondays because it was the day on which Allaah‟s 

Messenger, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , was born and it was the day when revelation came down upon him. 

Now I ask you: these people who celebrate the [unlegislated] birthday which we know has no good in 

it – I know that a lot of these people fast on Mondays just as they fast on Thursdays.  But do you see 

most of the Muslims fasting on Mondays? 

No, they do not fast on Mondays, however most of the Muslims celebrate the Prophetic birthday once 

every year!  Isn‟t this a reversal of the reality?  The statement of Allaah, the Most High, to the Jews is 

true regarding these people: 

                                                             
10

 Reported by Bukhaari and Muslim 

11 Baqarah [2:185] 



ر   ٌْ {أَ َتْسَتْبِدلُْوَن الهِذْي ُهَو أَْدَنى بِالهِذْي ُهَو َخ } 

Would you exchange that which is better for that which is lower? 

 

This is good – i.e., fasting which is agreed upon by all of the Muslims – fasting on Mondays.  Yet, in 

spite of that, most of the Muslims do not fast it.  So now we turn our attention to the ones who do 

fast it [and ask]: 

Do they know the secret behind fasting on that day?  No, they do not know. 

So where are the scholars who defend the [unlegislated] celebration – why don‟t they tell the people 

that fasting on Mondays is the legislated celebration of the birthday and encourage them upon it 

instead of defending the celebration that has not been prescribed?! 

And Allaah, the Most High, spoke the truth: 

ر  أَ َتْسَتْبِدلُ  ٌْ {ْوَن الهِذْي ُهَو أَْدَنى بِالهِذْي ُهَو َخ } 

Would you exchange that which is better for that which is lower?12 

 

And His Messenger, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , spoke the truth when he said, 

 

هوْ مُ تُ لْ خَ دَ لَ  ب  ضَ  رَ حْ ا جُ وْ لُ خَ دَ  وْ ى لَ ته حَ  اعٍ رَ ذَ اعاً بِ رَ ذِ وَ  رٍ بْ شِ راً بِ بْ شِ  مْ كُ لَ بْ قَ  نْ مَ  نَ نه َسنَ عَ بِ ته تَ لَ  }  } 

 

“Indeed you will follow the ways of those nations who came before you, span by span 

and cubit by cubit (i.e., inch by inch) so much so that even if they entered a hole of a 

lizard, you would follow them.” 13 

 

And in another narration: 

{كَ لِ ذَ  لُ عَ فْ ٌَ  نْ مَ  مْ كُ ٌْ فِ  انَ كَ لَ  قِ ٌْ رِ الطه  ةِ عَ ارِ ى قَ لَ عَ  هُ مُّ أُ  ًْ أتِ ٌَ  نْ مَ  مْ هِ ٌْ فِ  انَ كَ  وْ ى لَ ته حَ  } 

“… so much so that if there was someone from them who would have intercourse with 

his mother in the middle of the road there would be someone from you who would do 

that also.” 14 
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 Baqarah [2:61] 

13 Reported by Bukhaari and Muslim 



 

So we have followed the way of the Jews.  We exchanged that which was good for that which was 

base – we exchanged the celebration of the birthday which occurs once a year and has no basis [in 

the religion] with that which was good, which is the celebration every Monday. And that is a 

legislated celebration which you perform by fasting while bearing in mind the secret behind it which 

is that you fast it as thanks to Allaah, the Most High, that He created the Messenger of Allaah, ( صلى

(هللا عليه و سلم , on that day and sent down revelation on it. 

 

And I will finish my speech by mentioning his saying, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) ,  

 

{عٍ دِ تَ بْ مُ  ةَ بَ وْ تَ  لَ بَ قْ ٌَ  نْ أَ  ى َّللاُ بَ أَ   } 

“Allaah refuses to accept the repentance of an innovator.” 15 

 

And Allaah, the Most High, says: 

{ ُ َك ِمْن َربَِّك َوإِْن لَْم َتْفَعْل َفَما َبلهْغَت ِرَسالََتُه َوَّللاه ٌْ ُسولُ َبلِّْغ َما أُْنِزَل إِلَ ٌَُّها الره ا أَ ٌَْعِصُمَك ِمَن  ٌَ
{النهاسِ   

O Messenger! Proclaim (the Message) which has been sent down to you from your 

Lord. And if you do not, then you have not conveyed His Message. Allaah will protect 

you from mankind.16 

 

Questioner 

 

Reading the biography of the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , is that [not] honouring him? 

 

Shaikh Al-Albani 

 

Yes. 
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 Reported by ad-Dawlaabi and Haakim, declared hasan by al-Bazzaar and al-Albaani agreed with 

him, see Silsilah, no. 1348 

15 Reported by Ibn Maajah and Shaikh al-Albaani declared it to be weak but there is 

anotherhadith which he declared to be authentic with a similar meaning reported by Abush-Shaikh 

in Taarikh Asbahaan (p. 259), at-Tabaraani in al-Awsat (no. 4360) and others. 

16 Al Maaidah [5:67] 



Questioner 

 

In it is reward, this is goodness from Allaah! 

 

Shaikh Al-Albani 

 

All goodness!  But you will not benefit anything from this question.  Therefore I will cut you off with 

a question: Does anyone prevent you from reading his biography?  I will now ask you a question: if 

there is a legislated form of worship, but the Prophet, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , did not sanction a specific 

time for it and neither did he make a specific form for it then is it allowed for us to designate – from 

ourselves – a specific time or a specific form/method?  Do you have an answer? 

 

Questioner 

 

No, I have no answer. 

 

Shaikh Al-Albani 

 

Allaah, the Most High, said: 

 

أْ  ٌَ ٌِن َما لَْم  ُ أَْم لَهُْم ُشَرَكاُء َشَرُعوا لَُهْم ِمَن الدِّ {َذْن بِِه َّللاه } 

Or have they partners with Allaah (false gods), who have instituted for them a religion 

which Allaah has not allowed.17 

 

And He, the Most High, also said: 

ِ َواْلَمسِ } ْعُبُدوا إِلَهاً اتهَخُذوا أَْحَباَرُهْم َوُرْهَباَنُهْم أَْرَباباً ِمْن ُدوِن َّللاه ٌَ َم َوَما أُِمُروا إاِله لِ ٌَ ٌَح اْبَن َمْر
ٌُْشِرُكونَ  ا  {َواِحداً ال إِلََه إاِله ُهَو ُسْبَحاَنُه َعمه  

They took their rabbis and their monks to be their lords besides Allaah and (they also 

took as their Lord) Messiah, son of Maryam (Mary), while they to worship none but 

One God – Allaah).  None has the right to be worshipped but He. Praise and glory be to 

Him, (far above is He) from having the partners they associate (with Him).18 
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 Ash Shura [42:21] 

18 At Tawbah [9:31] 



 

When Adiyy ibn Haatim, may Allaah be pleased with him, heard this – and before he became a 

Muslim he was a Christian – it was difficult for him so he said, “We never used to worship them.”  So 

he, (صلى هللا عليه و سلم) , said,  

 

{؟هُ نَ وْ لُّ حِ تُ ، فَ َّللاُ  مَ ره ا حَ مَ  نَ وْ لُّ حِ ٌُ وَ  هُ نَ وْ مُ رِّ حَ تُ فَ  َّللاُ  له حَ ا أَ مَ  نَ وْ مُ رِّ حَ ٌُ  سَ ٌْ لَ أَ  } 

“Would they not forbid what Allaah made permissible and so you would make it 

forbidden; and [would they not] make lawful what Allaah had made forbidden, so 

you would make it lawful?” So he said, “Of course.”  He,sallallaahu alaihi wa sallam, replied,   

 

{مْ هُ تُ ادَ بَ عِ  كَ لْ تِ فَ  } 

“So that was your worship of them.”19 

 

And this clarifies the danger of innovating in Allaah‟s Religion. 

Transcribed with abridgement from one of the tapes of Shaikh Al-Albani, may Allaah have 

mercy on him. Silsilatul-Hudaa wal-Noor, tape no. 1/94. 

 

Words between square brackets [] are those of the translator [Ahmad Abu Turab] 

 

 

                                                             
19 Reported by Tirmidhee (3095) and the Shaikh declared it to be hasan 


