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Introduction
 و الصالة و السالم على رسوله الكريم على نبينا محمد و على اله و صحبه و سلم,الحمد هلل رب العالمين
This treatise was originally written in the year 2011 in the Arabic language regarding those in
Trinidad who deviated from the methodology of the Salaf because of their non-legislative
interaction with the people of innovation.1 Many of them after being upon guidance were
convinced by some individuals that some callers from the people of innovation, who openly spoke
ill of Salafeeyah and its scholars, were to be dealt with in a gentle manner for the benefit of the
Da’wah!
Subsequently, I was ostracized by such individuals and deemed as ruthless and dictatorial.
However, after some years, many of those who heeded the call of gentleness toward the callers of
innovation are now from them. Some of them became followers of the so called Islamic State 2
,others became part and parcel of organizations which propagate an Ikhwani methodology and
some have left off seeking knowledge altogether.3
Furthermore, there are those who have been annointed as the Salafi callers of Trinidad and Tobago4
and yet openly co-operate with those who openly oppose Salafeeyah on the Minbar as well as in
conferences. Those who they co-operate with warn against the Salafis and have equated Salafeeyah
with extremism.
Hence, this is a simple reminder for the likes of such people that if one does not practice this
principle of Salafeeyah one is simply rendering lip-service to this Prophetic methodology. I ask
Allah ta’ala to accept this small effort of mine to clarify this principle, to forgive my sins and for
it to be upon my scale of righteous deeds and upon the scales of those who spread it in the Day of
Judgment.

1

I presented it to Shaikh Abu Yamaan Al Masqari and he said it was good ()جيد. It is important to note that the only
instance wherein one can interact with the people of innovation is to clarify and advise them regarding their
innovations.
2
ISIS, ISIL, IS and whatever other names they have for themselves. This group is from one of the most evil sects
called the Khawarij.
3
Some of them have even compromised on issues such as the Celebration of the Prophet’s birthday!
4
They have been sanctified by Salafi Publications as the Du’aat to take from in Trinidad. And Allah’s help is sought.

بسم هللا الرحمن الرحيم
 و العاقبة للمتقين و ال عدوان إال على الظالمين ثم أما بعد,الحمد هلل رب العالمين
We thank and praise Allah for what he has bestowed upon us from his favours, those which are
apparent and hidden. And the greatest favour which Allah has bestowed upon us is that of Islaam,
guidance and the Sunnah. It is therefore upon us to safeguard this great favour from Allah in order
for it not to desert us. Allah has said in his book:
َّٱّللهَّ هَّلَّيُغهيِ َُّرَّ هماَّبِقه ۡومََّّحهتىََّّيُغهيِ ُرواََّّ هماَّبِأهنفُس ِِہ ۡم
َّ ََّّإِن
“Allah does not change a people until they have changed what is within themselves.” {13:11}
And the evidence that Allah has blessed Ahlus Sunnah Wal Jama’ah with guidance is that all of
those who adhere to the methodology of Ahlus Sunnah traverse upon the path of the Companions
()رضي هللا عنهم. When those of Ahlus Sunnah speak, regardless of time or place, it seems as if such
speech emanated from one heart without distortion or alteration. Abu Muddhafar As Sam’aani
said:
“And from that which shows that Ahlul Hadeeth are upon the truth is that if you were to search
throughout their books from beginning to end, from ancient to recent, you would find that
notwithstanding the differences between their countries, and generations, and the distance between
their regions, with each one settling in their particular region, that when clarifying the creed they
are upon one methodology. They proceed upon a way which they don’t deviate from, and their
hearts are united upon one heart. And one does not see from their narrations even an iota of
differing and separation in any matter (of the creed). Rather if one was to gather everything that
has come from their tongues and has been relayed from their predecessors one would find
that it is as if it has proceeded from one heart and tongue.5 And is there any clearer evidence
than this to demonstrate that they are upon the truth? Allah has said:
ۡ َّٱّللَِّله هو هجدُواََّّ ِفي َِّه
نَّ ِعن َِّدَّ ه
ٱخ ِتلهـ ً۬فاَّ ه
ونَّ ۡٱلقُ ۡر هء ه
ڪ ِث ً۬يرا
َّ َّغ ۡي َِّر
َّۡ هانَّ ِم
َّانََّّۚ هوله َّۡوَّك ه
َّلَّ هيتهدهب ُر ه
َّأهفه ه
“Do they not reflect upon the Qur’an? If it was not from Allah they would have found much
contradiction in it.” {4:82}
And Allah has said:
ً۬ ٱّللَِّج ِهم
ۡ هو
ۡ نَّقُلُوبِك َُّۡمَّفهأ ه
صبه ۡحت ُمَّبِنِ ۡع همتِ ِۦَّهَّإِ ۡخ هو ً۬ٲنا
َّفَّبه ۡي ه
َّعله ۡيك َُّۡمَّإِ َّۡذَّكُنت َُّۡمَّأ ه ۡع هدا ًَّ۬ٓءَّفهأهل ه
ٱّللَِّ ه
َّ َّت
َّيعاَّ هو هَّلَّتهفهرقُواََّّۚ هو ۡٱذك ُُرواََّّنِ ۡع هم ه
َّ َّٱعت ه ِص ُمواََّّبِح ۡهب َِّل
“Hold unto the rope of Allah together and do not separate. And remember the favour of Allah upon
you that you were enemies and then Allah brought love between your hearts and you became
brothers by his favour.” {3:103} [As Sam’aani 1/45-46]
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However, one would find that the people of innovation do not have such a distinction.

From the principles of this saved and aided sect until the establishment of the hour, Ahlus Sunnah
Wal Jama’ah, is that they dislike the people of innovation, boycott them and subdue them as a
means of nearness to Allah. And the Salaf and those who came after them agree upon this great
principle which is the sturdy handhold of Imaan.6
However, we find in this time, wherein trials and its avenues have become plentiful, those who
ascribe themselves to the Salaf Us Saalih and yet oppose the Imaams of this Da’wah in acting
upon this principle. And to add insult to injury they say that such a principle should be
abandoned for the benefit of the Da’wah.7 What is even more amazing is that they accuse Ahlus
Sunnah of harsh and dictatorial behaviour.8
Regarding the people of innovation, who have abandoned the clear for the unclear, the narrations
for their opinions, and the Sunnah for Bid’ah, their methodology is to draw closer to them, be
gentle to them, co-operate with them, praise them and seek excuses for them. However, regarding
the Salafis they distance themselves from them, boycott them, curse them and follow their
mistakes. Allah ta’ala has said in his book:
تَّ ِل هق ۡو ًَّ۬مَّيُوقِنُون
َِّ هتَّقُلُوبُ ُه ۡمََّّقه َّۡدَّبهيناَّ ۡٱۡلهيهـ
َّۡ تهشهـبهه
“Their hearts are similar, we have clarified the signs for those who are certain.” {2:118}
Imaam As Saabuuni said: “I say: I have seen that the people of innovation, in the names they
ascribe to the people of the Sunnah, have traversed upon the way of the Mushrikeen9did with the
Messenger of Allah ﷺ. Some of them called him a magician, a sorcerer, a poet, crazy and a liar.
And the Prophet  ﷺwas free and distant from all of these deficiencies and he wasn’t anything
except the chosen Messenger and Prophet. Allah has said:
ً۬ ونَّسب
ُ ٱن
كَّ ۡٱۡل ه ۡمثها هَّلَّ هف ه
َّيل
َّضلُّواََّّفه ه
َّفَّض ههربُواََّّله ه
َّظ َّۡرَّك ۡهي ه
ِ لَّيه ۡست ه ِطيعُ هَّ ه
“Look at how they have made examples of you thereafter they went astray and are unable to
thread the straight path.” {17:48}
And the likes of them are the innovators who Allah has abandoned. They are divided regarding
their statements about those who carry his statements, and relay his narrations, and narrate his

As narrated in Sunan Abi Dawood that the Prophet ( )صلى هللا عليه و سلمsaid: “The most sturdy handhold of Imaan is
love and hate for Allah.”
7
Such people use the principle of weighing benefits and harms according to their desires, not according to Islamic
legislation.
8
One of the appellations they use for Ahlus Sunnah is the term “Hadaadi.” Notwithstanding that there are those
who deserve such a name it is not allowed to use such a name for those who apply and act upon the principles of
Salafeeyah.
9
The idolaters of Makkah. However, it is used in a general sense regarding all of those who worship other than
Allah.
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Hadeeth from those who follow the Sunnah. Therefore, some of them named them (Ahlus Sunnah)
Hashawiyah10, and Mushabbihah11,and Nabitah12, and Nasibah13, and Jabreeyah14.
And the people of Hadeeth have been salvaged from these deficiencies and are clearly distant from
them. And they are no other than Ahlus Sunnah who are enlightened with a pleasing record upon
the straight path, with strong and clear evidences.” [Imam As Sabooni: 81]
And Allah’s help is sought and there is no might and power except from him.
Therefore, in this treatise, I have chosen to write some of the statements of the Salaf and those who
followed them that which clarifies the methodology of Ahlus Sunnah toward the people of desires
and innovation.15 I have therefore divided this treatise into three parts.
1. The statements of the Salaf Us Salih
2. The statements of the scholars of the middle period.
3. The statements of the contemporary scholars.
Shaikh Khaalid Adh Dhufairi said:
“And the Salaf from those who preceeded, and those after them from the later scholars have
all warned against bid’ah and its people on the same level.16 They did not suffice with warning
against innovations and then left its people upon their way, proceeding upon their innovations and
spreading it.” [Dhufairi:22]
و هللا الموفق و صلى هللا على نبينا محمد و على اله و صحبه و سلم

10

This originated from Ahlus Sunnah keeping busy with Hadeeth and this is the sign of the heretics (calling Ahlus
Sunnah Hashawiyah)
11
Those who deny or distort the meanings of Allah’s attributes (the Jahmeeyah, Asharis etc) say this about Ahlus
Sunnah because Ahlus Sunnah establish what Allah has said about himself and what the Messenger said about
Allah.
12
The Raafidah use this name to express that Ahlus Sunnah are low in status.
13
The Raafidah also use this name for Ahlus Sunnah because they perceive that Ahlus Sunnah have a hatred for
‘Ali.
14
Those who deny Qadr (the Qadareeyah) call Ahlus Sunnah Jabreeyah because the latter establishes that belief in
pre-destination is one of the six pillars of Imaan.
15
I took most of the quotes from Shaikh Khalid Adh Dhufairi’s book Ijmaa’ Al ‘Ulama.
16
There are those who say that we should speak about innovations but not speak about the individuals who
propagate these innovations. Such a principle has no precedence whatsoever from our pious predecessors. If there
is a need to speak about an individual because of the danger they can possibly pose to the Muslims then it is
incumbent to give the Ummah advice regarding such a person as not to be deceived by them.

Section: Statements of the Salaf
1. On the authority of ‘Aisha ( )رضي هللا عنهاshe said: The Prophet17  ﷺread this verse:
“He is the one who sent the book, from it is the verses that are clear, they are the mother of the
book, and the others are unclear. As for those who have within their hearts deviance they follow
that which is unclear wanting by it mischief and interpretation.” To his statement: “They are the
ones who reflect.”
She said: The Messenger of Allah  ﷺsaid:
“If you see someone following that which is unclear then they are those who Allah has named,
therefore distance yourself from them.” [Narrated in Bukhari and Muslim]18
2. On the authority of Ibn ‘Umar ( )رضي هللا عنهthe Prophet  ﷺsaid: “The Qadareeyah are the fireworshippers of this Ummah. If they are sick do not visit them and if they die do not attend
their funerals.” [Narrated by Haakim]
3. Yahya Ibn Mu’ammar went to Ibn ‘Umar and said: Oh ‘Aba ‘Abdir Rahmaan, there are among
us a people who have read the Qur’an and seek knowledge19 and perceive that there is no such
thing as predestination and that only the servant has a say in his actions. He [Ibn ‘Umar] said: “If
I meet such people I would inform them that I am distant from them as they are distant from
me. By the one who ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar swears upon if one of you were to give the likes of the
mountain of Uhud in gold Allah would not accept it until you believe in Qadr.” [Narrated by
Muslim]
4. On the authority of Mu’adhah she said: I asked ‘Aisha saying: Why does the woman who
menstruates have to make up their fasting and doesn’t have to make up their prayer? She [‘Aisha’]
said: Are you a Harureeyah20? I then said: I am not from the Harureeyah but I am just asking. She
said: “This used to happen to us and we were ordered to make up our fasts and not to make up our
prayer.” [Narrated by Bukhari and Muslim]
5. ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas said: “Do not sit with the people of desires as sitting with them sickens
the heart.” [Adh Dhufairi: 19]

The Prophet  ﷺwas indeed one of the Salaf and their leader as he said to Faatimah ()رضي هللا عنها: “Verily I am a
good Salaf (predecessor) for you.”
18
This is a clear injunction from the Prophet  ﷺagainst innovation and its people because innovation is not spread
except by its people. Additionally there are many other Ahadeeth which warn against innovation and its people
and I ask Allah ta’ala to make it easy to put them in a specific treatise so that all can benefit.
19
This is the way of the callers to innovation. Many of them study the Qur’an, Hadeeth, the Arabic Language, Fiqh
etc. however with that they are not upon the Sunnah. Therefore, the Muslim must be careful regarding the one he
takes his religion from as not everyone who can quote evidences is worth following.
20
A name from the names of the Khawarij
17

6. Mujahid said: “Do not sit with the people of desires because they have a disease like that of
scabies.” [Ibid: 21]
7. On the authority of Hishaam Ibn Hassan he said: “Hasan and Muhammad Ibn Sireen used to
say: “Do not sit with the people of desires, nor argue with them, nor listen to them.” [Ibid: 18]
8. Abu Idrees Al Khawlani said: “For me to see a masjid that has a fire in it which I cannot
extinguish is more beloved to me than seeing one that has within it innovation that I cannot
change.” [Ash Shatibi: 64]
9. Imam Ash Shafi’ee said: My ruling on the people of rhetoric is that they should be beaten using
palm branches then put upon camels then paraded within different neighbourhoods and tribes and
it should be said about them; this is the recompense for those who left off the book and the Sunnah
and took to rhetoric [Khateeb Al Baghdadi: 143]
10. Ahmad Ibn Hanbal said: “The fundamentals of the Sunnah according to us are to hold steadfast
to that which the companions of the Messenger of Allah  ﷺwere upon, and following them, and
abandoning innovations as every innovation is misguidance. And abandoning argumentation
and sitting with the people of desire” [Rabee: 7]

Section: Statements of the scholars of the middle period
1. Imam Ibn Jawzi said: “And they (the salaf) used to warn against every innovator in order
to safeguard the principles (of the Shar’eeah) which are based upon obedience.” [Ibn Jawzi:
38]
2. Imam As Saaboni said: “And they dislike the people of innovation who have innovated in the
religion that which is not from it. And they neither love them nor do they accompany them.
They neither listen to their speech nor sit in their gatherings. They don’t argue and debate with
them regarding the religion of Allah. And they view that one must safeguard their ears from their
falsehood because if they pass by the ears it will settle in the heart. This would harm the heart and
result in it having whisperings and dangerous thoughts. And regarding this Allah has said:
ضَّع ۡهن ُہ َّۡمَّحهتىََّّيه ُخوضُواََّّفِىَّ هحدِيثََّّ ه
َّۚغ ۡي ِرِۦه
َّ ۡ ىَّ هءايهـتِنهاَّ هفأ ه ۡع ِر
َّٓ ُِونَّف
َِّينَّيه ُخوض ه
َّتَّٱلذ ه
َّهوإِذهاَّ هرأ ه ۡي ه
“And if you see those who argue regarding our signs then turn away until they delve into another
topic (in speech).” {6:78} [Sabooni:298-299]
He also said: “And one of the signs of the people of Sunnah is that they love the Imams of the
Sunnah and its scholars and their helpers and friends and that they dislike the Imams of
innovations who call toward the fire and direct their followers to it.”21 [Sabooni:307]
3. Imam Ash Shatibi said: “Know that actions of worship from prayer, fasting, alms and other than
these actions which help one gain closeness to Allah are not accepted from one who does
innovations. And the sittings of its people are removed from the protection (of Allah) and
those (in such sittings) would be left for themselves. And the one who walks toward it and
respects it aids in the destruction of Islaam… and Asad Ibn Musa wrote: “Beware of having a
brother, an acquaintance or a friend in innovation because it has come in the narrations: ‘Whoever
sits with the people of innovation protection is removed from him and he is left to himself. And
whoever walks toward a person of innovation walks toward the destruction of Islam.” [Shatibi:
83-84]
4. Ibn Qudama Al Maqdisi said: “And from the Sunnah is to boycott the people of innovation
and to distance oneself from them, and to abandon discussion and argumentation in the religion
with them,22 and to abandon looking at the books of the innovations and listening to their speech.
And every newly invented matter in the religion is an innovation.” [Ibn Qudama:19]
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This demonstrates that the basis of debating the people of innovation is that it is forbidden. However, if specific
conditions are met then it may become lawful.

5. Abu Hasan Al Baghawi said: “The Sahabah, the Taabi’uun, those who follow them and the
scholars of the Sunnah have agreed upon having enmity toward the people of innovation and
distancing oneself from them.” [ Adh Dhufairi: 98]
6. Al Qadi Abu Ya’la said: “The Sahabah and the Tabi’uun have agreed upon boycotting the
people of innovation.” [Adh Dhufairi: 95]
7. Imam Ibn ‘Abdul Barr said: “As for boycotting the people of innovation it is not included in the
Hadeeth: ‘It is not lawful for a Muslim to boycott his brother over three days…” This is because
the evidences regarding boycotting the people of innovation and sins show that there is consensus
which shows that boycotting the people of innovation comes without a time limit 23.” [Adh
Dhufairi: 96]
8. Shaikh Ul Islaam said: “The Muslims (the scholars) view that one must boycott those who have
apparent signs of deviance; from those who make apparent their innovations and call toward it as
well as those who make apparent their major sins. As for the one whose (major) sins and innovation
which do not fall into major disbelief and are hidden then verily such a person is not boycotted.
Rather, the one who calls toward his innovation is boycotted. Therefore, boycotting is a type of
punishment and it is used to punish those who have made apparent their sins whether in speech or
action.” [Adh Dhufairi: 101]
9. Ibnul Qayyim Al Jawzeeyah said: “The basis of every single misguided innovation is statements
about Allah without knowledge. And for this reason the Salaf and the Imams were very harsh in
expressing their dislike for it. And they were vociferous regarding its people worldwide. And they
warned against their mischief with the strongest of warnings and they went to the extent which
they haven’t gone regarding warning against oppression, sins and transgression since the danger
of the people of innovation and their ability to destroy the religion is more severe.” [Adh Dhufairi:
104]
10. Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdul Wahhab said: “And I am of the view that one should boycott the people
of innovation and distance oneself from them until they repent. And I rule upon them from
that which is apparent and I leave that which is secret to Allah. And I believe that every newly
invented matter in the religion is an innovation.” [Adh Dhufairi: 107]
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Until they repent and abandon their innovation.

Section: Statements of the contemporary scholars.
1. Shaikh Ibn Baz was asked: “Does the one who praise the people of innovation take their ruling?”
He answered: “Yes this is without doubt. Whoever praises them he is a caller toward them, and
calls to them. He is from their callers. We ask Allah for safety.”
[https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y4IwXSDvXMU]
2. Shaikh Muhammad Ibn Saalih Al ‘Uthaimeen said: “… and the meaning of boycotting the
people of innovation is to distance oneself from them, and to leave off loving them, and to (leave
off) allying with them, giving them greetings, visiting them and the likes of this. And boycotting
the people of innovation is compulsory because of the statement of Allah:
ُسوله َّه
َّ ََّّنَّ هحا ٓد
َّۡ ُّونَّ هم
َّٱّللَِّ هو ۡٱل هي ۡو َِّمَّ ۡٱۡله ِخ َِّرَّيُ هوآد ه
َّ ونَّ ِب
َّلََّّت ه ِج َُّدَّقه ۡو ً۬ماَّيُ ۡؤ ِمنُ ه
ُ ٱّللهَّ هو هر
“You would not find a people who believe in Allah and the last day loving those who oppose Allah
and his Messenger.” {58:22} [Uthaimeen: 110]
3. Shaikh Muqbil said: “The Sunnah of the Messenger would never be established without
Tammayuz24.” [http://www.aloloom.net/vb/showthread.php?t=1622]
4. Shaikh Naasir Ud Deen Al Albani said: “The person of innovation has two situations; either his
innovation is restricted to himself or that he is known among the people. In the first situation it is
not necessary as his innovation is restricted to himself. As for the second situation then it is a
must that he becomes exposed and that he is warned against so that those who live among
him are not fooled by him and this is not from backbiting at all…”
[https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zT456OppLlM]
5. Shaikh Hamood At Tuwaijari said: “And the Salaf Us Saalih used to warn against the people of
innovation and went to a great extent in warning against them. And they prevented others from
sitting in their gatherings, accompanying them and listening to their speech. And they ordered
others to distance themselves from them, to dislike them and to boycott them.” [At Tuwaijari: 31]
6. Shaikh Bakr Abu Zaid said: “Stay away from the father of ignorance, the innovator, the one
whose deviance in belief has touched and the clouds of superstition has enveloped. He judges
by his desires and calls it intellect and he deviates from the evidences. And isn’t it that the intellect
is only found in the evidences? And he holds onto what is weak and stays away from that which
is correct. And it is said about them: “the people of doubts”, and “the people of desires.” And for
this reason Ibn Mubarak used to call the innovators the Asaghir25 (the lowly ones).” [Bakr Abu
Zaid: 39]
24

Tammayuz ( )التميزrefers to distancing oneself from the people of innovation.
The word Asaghir ( )أصاغرhas three meanings. 1. The people of innovation. 2. Those who are small in knowledge.
3. Those who are small in age. From the errors of the self proclaimed “Salafi Publications” is that they perceive that
25

7. Shaikh Salih Al Fawzaan said: “It is unlawful to visit the innovator and to sit with him except
to advise him and expressing one’s dislike (toward his innovation).26 Because mixing with him
brings about evil and spreads enmity toward other than him. And it is compulsory to warn against
them and from their evil if it isn’t possible to take them by dealing with them sternly and prevent
them from spreading their innovation. And other than this it is compulsory upon the scholars and
the rulers to prevent innovations and to be stern against the innovators and to prevent them from
their evil because their danger upon Islam is severe.” [Al Fawzan: 337-338]
8. Shaikh Ahmad An Najmi said: “If someone is hiding his innovation then verily his friends (show
he is upon innovation) meaning those who he loves and accompanies clarifies for us that he is from
the innovators.” [Al Qisnateeni: 2]
9. Shaikh Rabee’ Ibn Haadi Al Madkhali said: “Therefore the one who respects the methodology
of the Salaf and respects the Salafi ‘Aqeedah and respects the people of this methodology, those
past and present, how can he have good thoughts and accompany the people of falsehood? If you
say the book of Allah it is against you, if you say the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah it is against
you and if you say the Imams of Islam then their stances are known from their writings and books.
In them (these books) is to be harsh toward the people of innovation and to dislike them and
to warn against them especially (within the writings) of the Imams of the Sunnah like Maalik, Al
Awza’ee, the two Sufyans, Abu Haatim, Abu Zur’ah. Imams of Islam and mountains of the
Sunnah, they are the leaders of the Ummah. The one who does not follow them and deviates from
their way for verily he is a follower of the way of Shaitaan…” [Rabee’: 8]
10. Shaikh Yahya Al Haajoori said after mentioning some verses and Hadeeth that are evidences
for boycotting the people of innovation: “And these narrations, aforementioned Hadeeth and verses
are evidences which show that one must have Tammayuz and that one should stay away from the
people of desires. And if the da’wah of an individual is not distinct from the people of desires,
doubts and desires would envelop him as the previous evidences have shown. And if the
da’wah is not distinct from the people of desires everything will be in a chaotic state and the people
will not benefit from it (his da’wah). These are some of the evidences showing the obligation of
being distinct and we do not say this is lawful or recommended rather this is compulsory:
ً۬ ڪ هم َّهُۥََّّج ِهم
كَّ ُه َُّمَّ ۡٱل هخـس ُِر ه
ُ ضَّفه هي ۡر
يثَّ هب ۡع ه
َّون
َّيعاَّفه هي ۡج هعله َّهُۥََّّ ِفىَّ هجههن همََّّۚأُولهـٓ ِٕٮ ه
َّ ً۬ ع هلىََّّ هب ۡع
ض َّهُۥََّّ ه
َّبَّ هو هي ۡج هع هَّلَّ ۡٱل هخ ِب ه
َِّ نَّٱلط ِي
َّيثَّ ِم ه
َّٱّللَُّ ۡٱل هخ ِب ه
َّ َّيز
َِّل هي ِم ه

when the scholars of the past said that the blessings are with the Akabiir ( )االكابرthat it only refers to those who are
elderly. Although in most cases the major scholars are elderly this does not negate that there were and are
scholars who are young in age. Therefore the determining factor regarding scholarship is neither age nor place of
residence. Rather it is knowledge.
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There are those who have said that it is completely unlawful to go to the Masajid of the people of innovation to
give da’wah and there are those who say it is lawful in a general sense. However, as Shaikh Fawzaan clarified,
giving them da’wah is confined to advising them regarding their innovations.

“In order that Allâh may distinguish the wicked from the good and put the wicked one over another,
heap them together and cast them into Hell. Those! it is they who are the losers.”{9:37}
And this verse even though it refers to the disbelievers and they are evil the people of desires have
evil within them according to the amount of innovation they have as Muslims. And the Muslims
are not disbelievers.”
[https://ihdarohom.wordpress.com/2011/03/28/%d8%aa%d9%85%d9%8a%d8%b2%d9%88%d8%a7%d9%8a%d8%a7-%d8%a3%d9%87%d9%84-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%86%d8%a9/]

Conclusion
In these statements the methodology of the Salaf toward the deviants has been clarified. And these
statements have within them several issues which the people have abandoned:
1. Boycotting and warning against the people of innovation.
2. The legality of examining individuals in their stances regarding other individuals.27
3. How one should deal with those who ascribe themselves to the Sunnah yet they accompany
them, co-operate with them and defend them.
4. That debating and accompanying them should be limited to advising them regarding their
innovations.28
Therefore, after these statements, is there any excuse that remains? Is there any escape for those
who wish to turn away from this foundation for mere chatter and opinion. We have here the Prophet
( )صلى هللا عليه و سلمhis companions, the Taabi’uun, the Imams of Fiqh, Hadeeth and Da’wah from
past to present who thread upon this way. And therefore, upon this premise we will neither become
displeased with it nor will we deviate it from once the heavens and the earth remain.
“Therefore what is after truth except falsehood…”
هللا الهادي إلى سبيل الرشاد و صلى هللا على نبينا محمد و على اله و صحبه و سلم

27

This is done when the ‘Aqeedah or Minhaaj of the individual is unclear.
This is how the scholars have limited our interaction with Ahlul Bid’ah. As for going to their Masajid or gatherings
and speaking about general topics, this has no benefit for them as actions are not accepted unless they are sincere
and correct. For this reason, without doubt, speaking about fasting on a platform of the NOI (Nation of Islam), whose
disbelief is worse than that of the Jews and the Christians, without clarifying their misguidance to them is clearly
incorrect. This is because fasting in Ramadan is of no benefit to them if they are disbelievers.
Secondly, debating against the people of bid’ah is not legislated unless there are certain conditions met:
1. The debater is knowledgeable about the Sunnah and innovations in terms of their realities, evidences and
principles.
2. That such a debate is to clarify the truth and extinguish the falsehood.
3. That such a debate would not cause harm to the Da’wah when measuring the benefits and harms of doing
so.
4. That one ensures that he does not endear the innovator while debating the people of innovation.
Avoiding the people of innovation and exposing their innovation with knowledge based refutations from the scholars
is always the safest and best route to take. However, if the debating is done by the people of knowledge in a situation
where it would definitely be of benefit to the Da’wah there is no problem with it as what occurred with Shaikh Ul
Islaam Ibn Taymeeyah, Shaikh Muhammad Naasir Ud Deen Al Albani and Shaikh Muqbil Ibn Haadi Al Wadi’ee.
28
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